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Flute Tunes of the Herdsmen of Nepal

Cattle rearing is a major occupation for people residing
in the rural areas of Nepal. Herdsmen go to the forest
with their cattle for grazing. They carry a flute with them
so that they can play music for several purposes, such as
expressing their feelings, guiding the cattle, and passing
time. As the herdsmen move to the forest after eating in
the morning and come back at dusk, their only friend for
the entire day is the flute.

The bamboo flute is very popular all over Nepal as
various styles of folk music can be played on it. The
sad tunes coming from the flute lure all the herdsmen
or workers into the calm and peaceful environment of
the forest, where it is easier for them to express their
emotions.



Instrument

Baansuri

A transverse bamboo or wooden flute, which can be made in varying lengths and
internal diameters to produce many different tones.

1.
Herdsman's Flute Tune of Bajura

Performer: Ratna Bahadur Bishwakarma
Date of Recording: 2007

Caste: Kami

Collector: Music Museum of Nepal

This tune is performed by the herdsmen of the far-western
region of Nepal. In that region, herdsmen usually rear sheep
and cows. Generally, they take their cattle to the meadows
of highlands where there is plenty of grass for grazing. The
weather of the highlands is snowy and foggy; hence, the
herdsmen play this tune to cope with the weather.

2.
Herdsman's Flute Tune of Dhading

Performer: Ratna Bahadur Bishwakarma
Date of Recording: 2007

Caste: Kami

Collector: Music Museum of Nepal

This tune is performed by the Tamang herdsmen of Darkha
and Satyadevi of the Dhading district. In that region,
herdsmen usually rear goats and sheep. This tune is known as
a Mhendomaya' melody, and it is in a medium tempo.

1. Mhendomaya is the combination of two words derived from the
Tamang dialect (an ethnic group of Nepal): mhendo means “flower,” and
mayameans “love.”

3.
Herdsman's Flute Tune of Jomsom

Performer: Ratna Bahadur Bishwakarma
Date of Recording: 2007

Caste: Kami

Collector: Music Museum of Nepal

This tune is performed by traders of the Annapurna region of
Nepal, where people usually carry goods on the back of mules
and horses. The tune is played while the mules and horses
graze for a short while on the route to the destination. The
tempo is slow, referring to the tiredness of both the traders
and their cattle.

4.
Herdsman's Flute Tune of Surkhet

Performer: Ratna Bahadur Bishwakarma
Date of Recording: 2007

Caste: Kami

Collector: Music Museum of Nepal

This tune is performed by the herdsmen of the northern
Surkhet valley. This tune is played at a medium tempo at the
beginning and slowly accelerates towards the end. Herdsmen
play this melody while rearing goats and cows in the nearby
meadows.



5.
Herdsman's Flute Tune of Tanahun

Performer: Ratna Bahadur Bishwakarma
Date of Recording: 2007

Caste: Kami

Collector: Music Museum of Nepal

This tune is performed by the Magar herdsmen of the Tanahu
district. This tune is played at a medium tempo when the
herdsmen take their cattle to graze on the banks of the
Marsyangdi River.

6.
Herdsman's Flute Tune of Terai

Performer: Ratna Bahadur Bishwakarma
Date of Recording: 2007

Caste: Kami

Collector: Music Museum of Nepal

This tune is performed by the Tharu herdsmen of the Terai
region of Nepal while taking buffalos to flat grassland for
grazing. It is played at a medium tempo on a Sakhiye Ho?
melody, in which herdsmen mimic bird chirping.

2. Sakhiye Ho is a very popular dance from the Tharu community in the
southern region of Nepal.

U

nE

HE AE XY FUSHH S22 F2 4Y 7426 ottt
SSE2 222 JIES 2wt SRS HAM 0|52 LIS
JHR| 2 THBEM RS0 2 E BESlot/ L IR S 0121, ARZES
HLH7| o T2|S 20t OF AALS OFX| 1 292 LIZHT off &
T8 S0tRE SSS0H 2= otFE Yilots Reet Tt

Jio
o

|0

| D25

Cigfet B9l BSOS XY 4 = UUS IRl Y
HOIA IS HEHOR AIBEICY, LIS Ij2lo| S 3%

lH2E SSS2 k2ol Yolze & £0= Lo AS9
o



HLSL SX2 9IS 72 S8ep|z, e

1

Hiat 250 Ij2|Z

(Herdsman's Flute Tune of Bajura)

IBX}: 2tELL HIGIF2 H|+247t20HRatna Bahadur Bishwakarma)

FIAE: 70|

=S9E: 20074

SEL YL

HE =AM x| §5S0| PF5h T[2|Z0|Ct 0|Re S22 F
it A5 720 UAlE S27t SR8 DX UZ Jt5E 207t

SEE Yoot TAX|H= =2t o2 HOf U=t 55201 52
AFOHH ZME S=5210 Stk

2.
CHE =239 025
(Herdsman's Flute Tune of Dhading)

XL 2HEL} HiSHEE H|772t7t20KRatna Bahadur Bishwakarma)
FIAE: 710|

=R 20074
S s
HZ O X|20f XIS Ct=7t Oksat ALEOfHH| OtS9| EBfY &
2550| QIFSHE F0/C 0RE BTES X2 HAY Y IR0,

0] 52 H=0[0F 2= UK A0, S AEZ FYE|0f QlCt

3.
5% 259 1213

(Herdsman's Flute Tune of Jomsom)
OI8HX}: 2tEL} HISIE2 H|4217t20KRatna Bahadur Bishwakarma)
FIAE: 7}0|

=39E: 20074

3k Heosy

Ul OHLITEELE RIoje] 40IS0| 9F5H= TOICE IR ARISS &
A9} 2ol SO| 213 AT CiHICt, SXKI2 0SSt 20f teAfet
wS0| FA| B2 E0fgis SO 0] T FHCL HRISY IHEY

0
LZE 3ot L2 "xE TE

4,

FEHE 539 0)2[5%

(Herdsman's Flute Tune of Surkhet)

OI8HX}: 2tEL} HISIE2 H|4+217t20KRatna Bahadur Bishwakarma)

FIAE: 710|

=39E: 20074

LRk Uz EH

i 22 423E Azo] SES0| AFss 2o LY wEe
AEGH FI2 2+ HEot w2l S552 2™ SEX|0IM
Gat AS U=sh= SO 2|2 0] FS AFFICE



5.

EtLts 239 Li2l5

(Herdsman's Flute Tune of Tanahun)

OI3HX}: 2tEL} HFSIF2 H|4+217t20KRatna Bahadur Bishwakarma)

FIAE: 710|

=8%E: 20074

T2k HEsAuE e

UIZ EfLKE XIe] ODI2 & S550| AFsls 302, 57 4Ee
THEO] QU SSE2 D124 ZS0M 7158 Y= 0l 12
oIBIL

6.

B2l 39 T2|%

(Herdsman's Flute Tune of Terai)

OI3HX}: 2tEL} HISIF2 H|4r217+20KRatna Bahadur Bishwakarma)
FIAE: 740|

58012 20074
23k Husosn

HIE H20| X%l EBfR £ S&S0| 845 XHEQ=2 207t
YFI0] AFohs J[OICE O] Z2 A0 & MBS M2t 57
AZFSHHM ME2| XIS BT

Contributors

Co-Production Directors
Ram Prasad Kadel, Kwon Huh

Project Coordinator
Nanda Sharma, Yadav Devkota

Sound Editor
Paramita Kandel

Contents Editor
Norma Blackstock

Korean Translator
Yunjung Hyun




