Serial Music of Bastar and Chhatisgarh ichcap == . e . ichcap
CcD7 Audiovisual Collection V §- § M US|C) Songs a nd Storles' Audiovisual Collection V
< ¢S
<f Archival Selecti
<)
28 rchival Selections from
S .
=)
1 India
T8
o =
38
=
o
=
CD7
=
g
[a]
90-
@
2
1 Gogiya Bin Baja with singing 16'01” 5 Banaand singing 0927 §
2 Bison Horn Maria dance 07’14” 6 Muria Kaksar dance 02’'33” 5
3 Sita Banvas with chikara 09'18” 7 Gond Karma dance 08'51” §
w
4 Dadaria songs 02’58 8 Ahir Goal geet with Algoza 10°31” L;Eg
=

Restored analogue sounds on Indian intangible cultural heritage collected
since 1982 by the Archives and Research Centre for Ethnomusicology (ARCE).
ICHCAP Collection V Produced in the ARCE-ICHCAP Cooperation Project in 2017.




Music, Songs and Stories:
Archival Selections from
India

Music of Bastar and Chhatisgarh



All rights reserved

Co-published by

Archives and Research Centre for Ethnomusicology (ARCE)
and

The International Information and Networking Centre for
Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region

under the auspices of UNESCO (ICHCAP)
www.ichcap.org

Design by

Graphic Korea

Copyright

© 2017 by ARCE and ICHCAP

Music of Bastar and Chhatisgarh

The indigenous tribal communities of India belong
to various language families. This selection of music
comes from the region of what was known as Bastar and
its surroundings but is today divided into the states of
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh.

This album presents some samples of the music of the
Maria, Muria, and Pardhans. These subgroups are
part of the larger Gond family. Gondi and the related

languages belong to the Dravidian family. It provides a
glimpse into the intangible cultural heritage of the tribes
of Central India.

These recordings were made between 1978 and 1982
by ethnomusicologist Roderic Knight. They provide
a glimpse into the tribal communities, which are fast
changing:



1.
Gogiya Bin Baja with singing

Performer: Ram Prasad

Date of Recording: 28 March 1982

Place or Recording: Kokomata, Madhya Pradesh
Language: Gondi

The Gogiya Bin Baja is a harp of the Pardhan community of
Central India. It is played only by this community, and hence is
presented here because of its rarity. It is played by Ram Prasad
who is also singing.

2.
Bison Horn Maria dance

Performer: Group of girls

Date of Recording: 31¢ December 1978

Place or Recording: Bare Kameli, Bastar, Chhattisgarh
Language: Maria

This is a dance of the Bison Horn Maria tribe, so called
because of the head dress of bison horns that they wear
during ceremonial occasions. The song is “Nima waya noni”
(You come on younger sister). A group of eight to ten girls are
dancing, accompanied by singing and drums.

3.
Sita Banvas with chikara

Performer: Suki Ram Aherwar

Date of Recording: 20*" March 1982

Place or Recording: Kokomata, Madhya Pradesh
Language: Gondi

This is song tells part of the Ramayana story when Sita is
exiled to the forest. It is accompanied by chikara, a three-
string fiddle played in many parts of North India. The chikara
is usually used as an accompaniment to singing.

4.
Dadaria songs

Performer: Halki Bai Maravi

Date of Recording: 14* March 1982

Place or Recording: Rahangi, Chhattisgarh
Language: Chhattisgarhi

Dadaria are Chhattisgarhi songs that were traditionally sung
while harvesting. They are often sung as call and response
songs. This song by Halki Bai Maravi, “Bhai Bicchoh,” is sung
by a woman missing her brother, as she has been married into
avillage far away from her home.

5.
Bana and singing

Performer: Bala Ram Parteti

Date of Recording: 25™ April 1982

Place or Recording: Baheratola village, Rahangi, Chhattisgarh
Language: Gondi

The bana is a three-string fiddle played by the Pardhans
in this area of Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh for their
Gond patrons, to accompany their singing. According to
Roderic Knight, this instrument is virtually unknown outside
this region.

6.
Muria Kaksar dance

Performer: Three girls from the ghotul
Place or Recording: Remawand, Chhattisgarh
Language: Muria

The Kaksar dance is a famous dance of the hill Maria and
Muria. Itisa circular dance. In this track, three girls are singing
“ri lari la re,” and repeating the syllables. Kaksar dances are
meant to invite a good harvest.

7.
Gond Karma dance

Performer: Gond men and women

Date of Recording: 22™ February 1982

Place or Recording: Amarkantak, Madhya Pradesh
Language: Gondi

Karma is a festival celebrated by the tribal communities of
Central India from Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh to

Jharkhand. An important aspect of the festival is dancing
through the night after a Karma tree is planted. Men and
women dance together.

This is a Karma dance of the Gond community.

In this track, five women are dancing with a group of three
men, accompanied by musicians. The instruments are the
mandar (drum), timki (small kettle drum), and manyjira (brass
cymbals).

The dance consists of men and women dancing in rows facing
one another, going three steps backwards and forwards.

8.
Ahir Goal geet with Algoza

Performer: Mohan Ahir
Date of Recording: 8" February 1982
Language: Gondi

This is a narrative of the Ahir people of Madhya Pradesh. It
is performed with a algoza, a fingerhole trumpet. Circular
breathing is employed along with the singing.

An Ahir Goal geet are sung at weddings and happy occasions
by the Ahir community around Jabalpur. This extract is from a
narrative that can be sung all night long. It is about a devout
woman and her in-laws. Her husband goes away and asks her
to “rest with the mother-in-law, play with the sister-in-law,
and seek help from the brother-in-law.” As she is expecting a
child, she asks her mother-in-law to call the midwife. Instead,
the mother-in-law sends her to the forest to collect wood
without tying the bundle. Gods send a snake to tie her bundle,
and she returns. The child is born but the in-laws do not give
her water or milk. The great rivers of India, the Ganga and the
Yamuna, turn their course and come to her to provide water,
and a cow comes to provide milk. These miracles continue
until she is reunited with her husband.
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