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HAT XOAN PHU THO,
VIET NAM

Hat Xoan, tuong truyén 0 tir thoi cac vua Hung, 1a 16i hat thy
than tai cac dinh lang vao mua xuan ¢ Pht Tho - mét tinh thude
ving dét trung du Bic bo, Viét Nam.

Té chire ctia nhitng ngudi di hat Xoan dugc goi la phuong Xoan
hay ho Xoan. Mdi phuong Xoan c6 tir 6 - 18 nguoi. Nam goi
1a kép, 1a nguoi danh trong va hat dwa cach. Nit goi la dao, 1a
nhimg c6 gai tré chua c6 gia dinh, c6 thanh sic, biét hat va
biét mia. Ping dau phuong Xoan la éng traim. Dy 1a ngudi
dtmng tudi, c6 uy tin, da di hat nhiéu ndm, ndm vimg cac bai ban
ciing nhu biét chit Ném. Hién nay tai tinh Pha Tho ghi nhan
bén phuong Xoan gbe & céc lang Kim Dai, Phu Dirc, Thét va
An Théi. Cudc hanh trinh di hat tho cua phuong Xoan thuong
kéo dai trong vong hai thang, bt diu tir ming 6 thang Giéng
(am lich).

Trinh tu bai ban trong cudc hat Xoan tho dugc két cAu theo

ba chang:

Ching mot la ching hat mo dau mang tinh chét nghi thirc.
Ching nay bao gdm céc bai: Gido tréng, Gito phio, Tho nhang,
Pong dam. Riéng phudng Xoan & lang An Thai, m¢ dau cudc
hat cac c6 dao thuong hat bai Chao vua, con phuong Xoan Kim
Ddi ¢6 thé mé du bang bai Moi vua.

Ching thir hai 12 qua trinh dién xuéng 14 qua cach nhu Kiéu Gi-
ang cach, Nhan ngam cach, Trang mai cach, Ngu tiéu canh muc

cach, Ddi day cach, Hoi lién cach, Tir mua céch, v.v... Qua cach
1a mot thudt ngit cd; qua mang y nghia 1a mot bai ban dai, cach
1 161 hat mot bai ban cu thé. Noi dung chii yéu ctia 14 qua cach
la nhiing 1oi chac phuc tir dan (sy, nong, cong, thuong) mot nam
khang thai, lam an phat dat, danh vong cao sang.

Chiéng thir ba: ching hat trao duyén, c6 cac bai Bom géi, Bo b,
Xin hoa-d6 chir, Gai hoa, Hat dam va Gia ¢4 v.v... Noi dung chu
yéu, phan anh khat vong tinh yéu doi lira. Bai vy, céc tiét muc
trong chang hét trao duyén thuong do céc c¢6 dao Xoan trinh
didn v6i céc chang trai lang so tai. Viéc giao luu gitta phuong
Xoan va cac chang trai dia phuong lam cho cudc hat cang trg
nén hap dan.

Tuy nhién, theo thoi gian, hat Xoan da bi mai mot nhiéu. Vi
nhiing gia tri lich s, van hoa cua loai hinh ngh¢ thuat nay, ngay
24 thang 11 nam 2011, T chirc Gido duc, Khoa hoc va Vin
héa Lién hop quéc (UNESCO) da chinh thirc cong nhan Hat
Xoan Phu Tho 1a di san van hoa phi vat thé can dugc bao vé
khén cap.

Trong dia CD nay, ching t6i da Iya chon va sép xép mot sb bai
ban theo trinh tu dién xudng ciia mot cude hat Xoan duoc thu va
luru trit tai Vién Nghién ctru Am nhac vao nam 1959.



1.
Tho nhang

Trinh dién: Lé Van Chire cling phuong Xoan

Tho nhang la bai hat nim & ching thir nhét ctia cude hat. Noi
dung 10i ca 1a nhiing cau tho thanh kinh dang 1én the than,
moi than vé du tiéc... Tho nhang la bai hat thudc loai giai diéu
pha 1an giita n6i va ngdm, am nhac cham rdi, mang tinh cht
trang nghiém.

Loi ca: Kinh lay chiéng lang,
Nghe t6i tho nhang
Ma cho biét y
Nhang nay nhang thj
Vo qué miu don
MG tiée cau on

LAy nhang 1am truéc
Nhang kia mui nhyi
Ly nhac lam tho
Trude t6i doc tho
Sau t6i mua nhac

2.

Péng dam

Trinh dién: Nguyén Thi Lap, Lé Thi Pién cung phudng Xoan

Pong déam 1a tiét muc cudi cung khép lai chang diu - chiang hat

nghi thire ctia cude hat Xoan.
Loi ca:

Ling lo dimg du6i cay mai

Bong t6i t6i ngd bong ai 1a toi nhim

Théanh miéng loan hoi miéng loan

Nha vang tiéc ngoc, 1ong da nén long

Néo nitc hoa mo, lang lo di gitra thanh nhan

Tim noi bong mat théy déi c6 dao dan hét rung rinh
Dém qua suong ldn miét mo

Long chang cho chi vin vo cang ndng

Ling lo dimg du6i vuon hong

Dang tay bé qué ltc trd ra vé gap khach tinh nhan
Ling lo dimg du6i vuon hong

Gi6 dua canh tric kéo long nguoi thuong.

3.
Kiéu giang cach

Trinh dién: Nguyén Van D6, Nguyén Thi Lap, Lé Thi Dién cing phuong Xoan

Kiéu giang cach 1a bai m& dau cho ching hat cich. Phin dan
cach “Kiéu giang” ké vé sy tich mot nang cong chia thai Han
Vii Bé. Phin dua cach 1 16 chuc thanh hoang, vua quan véi
mong mudn mét sy an khang thinh vugng cho lang xa.

Loi ca:

Kinh lai trinh lang

Piém 1r6ng ra tang

Ling ling nghe t6i gido

Kiéu Giang mot cach

Bia truyén ¢ tich

C6 con gai lanh

Di choi mot minh

Pén chung quan iy

Nang 4y thiy vay
Cém léy doi sinh
Ngan nga mdt minh
Ca biing tiéng dé
Nhé xua vua Han Vi Dé
MGéi lai sinh ra
Dugc mét con gai
Mém mai nét na
Dén nam mudi ba
Thanh tan dong day
Dén nam mudi bay

Bi choi dén quan Chuong Duong

Beé ldy giat givong
Ma ca tam bd

Goi la ba budce

Vua cha ming dugc
Nang y t6t thay vay
Vua cha phai bénh

O trong cung nay
Poi nang dy vao

Vua cha coi thiy

Tuc thoi lai do

Lai duoc tri vi thién ha
Tam muoi tim nam
Vua cha mimg thim
Hon nang tién nir
Tiéng than tiéng tho
Hén hé Hang Nga
Tiéng chiic ngan nga
Tho Kiéu Giang cach

Vay c6 tho Kiéu Giang ring:

Bay gio t6i méi gito cach Kiéu Giang
Mai xua la t6i méi dén

Nang hoi nang

Vin quan lang nay

Han 1am dong cac

Vo quan lang nay

Truong phu triéu duong
Chuc tudi vua quan

Vua van van tué

Dong hi dong Kiéu Giang
Mai xua 13 t6i moi dén

Piu dén mai xua

Ay déu t6i doi

Ay gbi t6i quy

Chén t6i dap dét

Lua tiéng t6i moi

Ay vua 1 dai vuong

Hop trau vo nude hay nén nhang
Ctia tin thanh kinh

Vay t6i méi dang Ién linh sang
Trau tém diép vang

Kén nude vo xanh

Kén dugc ngay lanh thang tét
Rude Vua vé dinh

Chiu tiéc dém nay

Hiru linh giéng toa

Oi 1a giang toa

Ay c6 duong thuong

Oi 1a hoi hoa

Tu lvong huong hoa

V& thoi vang cha



Ay lai vang lang lua tt
Ay lai cho no
Méi du ba tuan

4.
Nhan ngim cich

Trinh dién: Lé Van Chirc, Nguyén Thi Lap, Lé Thi Dién cing phuong Xoan

Noi dung cua qua cach Nhan ngdm ké vé chuyén di choi xuan,
1én chila dang hwong va chuc tudi vua quan.
Loi ca:

Kinh trinh lang nudc

Thuong ha dong tay

Lang lang thug nay

Nghe t6i giao nhan

Nhan ngam mét cach

Budc 1én cung mot

Méi hoi tiéng than

Diéng vao cho lang

Quan cong héu tuée

Viy c6 tho ring:

Cach nay chinh thyc la cach Nhan Ngam
Trai lanh gai tét hop choi xuan

Pi liy Kiéu Giang lam céch trudce

Sau thoi t6i dan cho phai cach Nhan Ngam

Vian quan lang nay

Han 1am dong cac

Truong phi triéu dudng

Chuc tudi vua quan

‘Vua van van tué

Dio ddy 1én 14 thua thua hdi a no ra

Hoang oanh khic khoai kéu ra tiéng mau
Huong hoa nén 1a cai chim bo cau

Hoang diéu 1a c4i chim én

Di dau mdt minh

Nén la 16i dién hai a phap sinh

Thip huong khép rang méi dé trinh trinh san lam
Tur quy doi tiéng hi a ctru tuon

Hon vua Thuc dé méi dé ude nang Nguyét Hoa
Guong soi lang 1€ hoi a trén toa

Ngam tho mét birc méi dé vé dém dong truong
Chir ring én bic hdi a nhan nam

Ngay nao dugc hop phong huong mot nha

Lén chua Thugng Uyén xin hoa

Tay ning ma mi liéu miy dé ng ra ba canh
Song xanh chay nén vong thu

Ri i tiéng dé mai dé am tho doan truong

Tiéu thiéu nhac vii hi a dan tranh

Ngoai liu thanh thot méi dé tan canh ba hoi
Phu tang nguyét dai song doi

Ngam tho mét birc méi dé bong dén soi ngoc cit
Song xanh chay nén hdi a vong thu

Ri ri tiéng dé méi dé am tho doan truong
Nang hdi nang lam cho anh nhé

Tuong nhin xem hué no trén canh nhuong nao
Khi nay tinh phu hai a nghia nay

Ly thoi chiang liy bo ray ldy ai

Khéo 1¢o hai a thap phan

Lam nén thoi dé &i an sang giau

Nao ai tinh phy hdi a nghia dau

Song 16i ctra tir méi dé vé tay gay dan

Chir réng lai duge binh an

Téc long bén vimg mdi dé ra dan budm anh
Chir ring c4 bic h&i a nhan nam

Ngay ndo tiéu hop méi dé budng huong chang la
Lén la lén 1&

Lé&lalen Ién la

Ay da tigc nay

Vua la dai vuong

5.
Trang mai cach

Trinh dién: Nguyén Van Vat, L& Thi Dién, Nguyén Thi Lap cing phudng Xoan

Noi dung ciia Trang mai cach néi 1én sy biét on ciia dan chung
dang lén thin, nguoi di gia hg cho mia mang tuoi tét, con
nguoi thudn hoa, cudce séng am no.

Loi ca:

Trudc ming thanh tri hdi a van bang

May lai mimg vua trj nu6e véi lai la dan duge phong luu

Bén bé ctru chau l1a dan thuan hoa

La 1a dan thuan hoa 6i a gin xa quy phuc

May lai luc quéc 6i a dinh ninh

My lai 1a vua mo hdi a hoi

Doi huong dén la doi huong dén

Oi 1a doi bén 1a van vo

La lai dén cti

H&i a vua v6i lai Thai TS hdi a Thai Tong

Ay vua lo hoang

Oi 1a kiém vang 4n ngoc
Miy lai 1a nuée

HGi a nha no

Miy lai rong ap

H&i a Nam San

Ay doi miéu tho

La la doi miéu thy

Oi a dém mua ngay ning
Diu thang hdi a cudi nam

Méy lai laa d& hdi a laa chiém

Ay cho no long

La cho no long

Oi 1a ngoai ddng 1a laa tét
Vi lai xanh

Hai a dudi trén

May lai 12 lga t6t

Hoi a ma 1én

Ay cho chat nha

La cho chat nha

Oi 1a gn xa 1a dem dén
Ay 1a tiéc nay

Vua la dai vuong



6.
Nguw tiéu canh muc cach

Trinh dién: Nguyén Van Vét, L& Thi Dién, Nguyén Thi Lap cing phudng Xoan

Ngu tiéu canh muc céch 12 qua cach dé cap toi nhiing cong
viée ctia ngudi danh ca, nguoi kiém cii, ngudi 1am ruéng va
nguoi chan dét trdu bo.

Loi ca:

Bat ngang thuyén lai hoi ngu 6ng

C6 ¢4 ban ching chube mot dong

Da da thua ring chua bua ludi

Con mang di choi

G$ lim g lim

May lai 1a ngu thiéu canh muc

May lai tir tha hai a nha no

Ngu phu ban cho ¢ dau

Méy lai budng ciu 1a tha lugi

Méy lai 1a phdp phdi hai a 4o ai

Pung dinh ma choi ma ca Ngii hd

Méy lai dugm tranh thuy mac

May lai phon phét hi a nhum xanh

Bé rong lénh lang ma c6 mét thuyén

May lai 1a hang bén nghin dam

Miéy lai 1a nude su hai a vira lén

Cét giam doi noi ca hoi

Lai Ia ho thét 1 ra tiéng rdng

My lai la thuyén rdng 13 nude lén
Nhon nhon hang bén

Ma bao nhau cuoi

My lai 1a dau noi 1a khuat gio
May lai 1a hop ching hdi a ndm ba

Ubng rugu khé kha

Ma bo quai chéo

Méy lai 1a hang xanh nudc biée
Me‘iy lai 1a vuon hét hai a chim kéu
Nim an ci cdy ma nghe sudi dan
Ay thua thoi vay

Méy lai la muc day hoi a thoi xua
Hai cui ban trra ma bo quén riu
May lai 14 thiu thiu hdi a ngay t6i

May lai 1 b6 voi hai a doi bén
Nhién nhién ganh lén

Ma béo nhau vé

May lai 14 chan di la ram rdp

My lai 1a budc thép budce cao

La 12 16n lam sao ma cho dén nha....
Ay thua thoi vay

May lai 1a canh day hdi a thoi thua
Cay céy ban trura ma tha triu bo
My lai troi cho 1a lta tot

May lai cdy mot hai a nén hai

Gia tré gai trai dau doi on troi

Ay thua thoi vay

May lai thwong day hdi a thoi thua
Buodn béan ban trua ma di c6 dan

Vira toan vira budc

May lai 1a mot bude hdi a gip duyén
Mo hoi hang dao

May lai 1 vui th h&i a lam sao
Méy lai 14 ¢o lau 1 tap tran

May lai 12 dep dong hi a thanh vuong

Tri phu bén phuong
La dén thai binh
Ay 10i t6i khoong cho lang

La hai t6i khoong khen khanh chuc hay thay

Kia kia dong cac phugng bay
No6m bing choi choi ghé thay

Diu rdng dudi phuong ri nhau dit bay

La hdi dat bay ngoai ctra Khanh Tién
La hdi bén bé 1én chiu chta ong
Tung ho van tué tudi séng thién nién
La hai thién nién

Céc bao binh an

La hdi tudi vua bang nai Thai San
Nhoi t6i chic tho tudi vua du van

La hdi cho vé lam rudng chin vui
La hai dong thu van vat d6i noi
Nir nhi den dén 4o dugm bd hoi

La hai bd hoi

Piu doi ning mua

La hoi com rugu ganh dén ban trua
Goi nhau eo 6c gai trai [én bo

La hdi an doan lai di hd ngoi

La hoi say rugu ric lac doi noi
Chia ma 1éu théu v noi nga ké

La hdi thang sau ngay doi muoi tu
La hi cdy da ram dong hay chua
Cay di bira lai laa t5t nho on

La hi ma thira cdy dd buong tay
La hdi ra ddng mot tran gi6 bay
Thén Néng chua d& ra nhau dat bay
La hai dat bay cing té Than Nong

La hdi ndm nay lta tét vo cting
Bing nhau dong day laa tot diy da

La hdi bang vang choi choi lang ta rude vé
Lén la lén 13, 18 1a 1én, Ién 1a

Ay 1a tiéc nay

Vua la dai vuong

7.
Xin hoa - dé chir

Trinh dién: Tap thé nghé nhan phuong Xoan Phi Bitc

Dy la bai hat nim trong ching ba cta cudc hat. Xin hoa - d6
chit mang ndi dung giao duyén, duoc dién xuéng theo 161 hat
d6i dap gitta nam va nir. Hat két hop v6i mua nhu mot hoat
canh, tao nén khong khi vui tuoi.

Loi ca:

Anh xin nang chit hoa nira nang

Trinh chang quan tir, chang chd dai boi

Chang nao duyén toi, hoa gi la vay

Thoi chang dua y, cho thiép duge hay

8.
Hit b6 bd

Trinh dién: Nguyén Thi Lap, Lé Thi Dién cing phuong Xoan

Trong bong ludng dau, Béc ciu anh xé van, Xe chi va may,
Puong di trén sudi duéi dim, Yéu nhau cdi 4o cho nhau,
Giwong cung ban co... 1 céc bai Bé bd, nim trong ching hat



trao duyén. Pay 1a bai ban gdm nhiéu trd 10 gén két lai voi
nhau nhu mot lién khice. Khi hét, cac ¢6 dao vira hat vira mua.
Pong tac minh hoa ndi dung 10i ca.

Loi ca:

Trong bong ludng dau ludng ca

Ai lam cho ludng cong ta thé nay

Ai lam cho lubng cong day

Béc cau anh xé van mong

Em sang chd dugc anh bong em sang

Chi xe xe chi (ru hoi)

Chudi kim kim chudi (ru hoi) vd may
Ngbi rdi dét gém théu hoa

Théu chim loan phugng théu ma ta théu

Puong di trén sudi dudi dam
Sao anh ching bic cdy tram (tre) ta lam ciu
D¢ ta di lai con lau

Yéu nhau coi coi 4o cho nhau
Mé cha mét dugc
Qua ciu gio roi

Ta thdy con cd giuong cung ta bin

Ta bén con co, con céc, con le

Con cée né lin, con le no 16i, con ¢d nd bay
Co bay ding thap chd cao

Bay qua ctra phu bay vao trong dinh
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HAT XOAN IN PHU THO,
VIETNAM

Hat Xoan (Xoan singing) or ctra dinh singing (singing at the vil-
lage communal house) starts in spring during singing and danc-
ing performances to worship the god in the village communal
house. According to legend Hat Xoan appeared in the time of
Kings Hung, in the ancestral land of Hing Vuong—Phu Tho, a
province in the midland area of Vietnam.

Gathering of Xoan singers who worship in spring called Xoan
guild or families of Xoan. In a Xoan guild, there are between six
and eighteen members. Men, called kép (instrumentalist), have
to know how to beat a drum and sing the lead. Women are called
dao (female singer). Female singers must not only be beautiful
but also be able sing and dance well. The leader, called 6ng
trum, is an expert in art and master in all Xoan singing customs .
He is also responsible for organizing and training instrumental-
ists and singers. Nowadays, in Pht Tho province, there are four
original Xoan guilds, in Kim Dédi, Phu Dire, Thét, and An Thai
villages. The Xoan guilds start their two-month spring itinerary
6 Jan (lunar calendar).

Xoan singing for worship is structured into three singing
stages:

Stage one is a ritual opening that includes songs such as Giao
tréng, Gido phéo, Tho nhang, and Déng dam. The Xoan guild of
An Thai village opens with the song Chao vua while Xoan guild
of Kim Ddi village opens with Moi vua.

il =

Stage two is the performance of fourteen songs (known as qua
céch) such as Kiéu Giang cach, Nhan ngdm céch, Trang mai
cach, Ngu tidu canh muc cach, Dbi diy cach, Hoi lién cach,
T mua cach, Qua cach is an ancient term. Qua means a long
song while cach is a method of singing a specific song. Cach is
the way ancient Confusion scholars expressed their feelings and
conceptions of society and nature. The content of these fourteen
songs is about wishing the four classes of people— scholars,
farmers, craftsmen, and merchants—prosperity and fame.

Stage three is a love-exchange song, including songs such as
Bom gii, Bo b, Xin hoa db chir, Gai hoa, Hat dam, and Gia
ca. The content reflects the desire of a couple’s love. Therefore,
the items in this stage are usually performed by Xoan singers
with local male villagers. The cultural exchange between Xoan
guild and local male villagers make the singing session more
attractive.

However, Xoan singing was under the threat of being lost over
time. On 24 November 2011, Xoan singing of Pht Tho prov-
ince was recognized as an Intangible Cultural Heritage In Need
of Urgent Safeguarding of Humanity.

In this CD, we selected and arranged some Xoan singing songs
recorded and kept at Vietnamese Institute for Musicology in
1959.



1.
Tho nhang

Performers: Lé Van Chire and Xoan guild
This song belongs to the first stage in a hat Xoan performance.
The lyrics are a song prayer inviting the king and gods to de-

scend to and the earth grant blessings. The music of Tho nhang
is slow and solemn.

2.
Péng dam
Performers: Nguyén Thi Lap, Lé Thi Dién and Xoan guild

Pong dam, a long song consisting of many sections, ends
stage one.

3.

Kieu giang cach

Performers: Nguyén Van Do, Nguyén Thi Lap, L& Thi Dién and Xoan guild
Kiéu giang cach starts the phase of hat cach. It mentions the
story of a princess of Han Vi D&’s reign. Following are wishes

to the village guardian spirits, king, and mandarins and wishes
for the villagers to have a peaceful and prosperous life.

S12-

4.

Nhan ngam cach

Performers: L& Vin Chitc, Nguyén Thi Lap, Lé Thi Dién and Xoan guild

Nhan ngam céch tells about village boys and girls having fun

on New Year’s, going to a pagoda to offer incense and con-
gratulate the king and mandarins.

S.
Trang mai ciach

Performers: Nguyén Van Vat, Lé Thi Dién, Nguyén Thi Lap and Xoan guild
Trang mai cach expresses the people’s gratitude to the king

for his granting of good crops, prosperous life, and human
reproduction.

6.
Ngu tidu canh muc cich

Performers: Nguy&n Van Vit, Lé Thi Dién, Nguyén Thj Lap and Xoan guild
Ngu tidu canh muc cach song describes the farmer’s work,

such as fishing, collecting firewood, farming, and tending
cattle.

7.
Xin hoa - d6 chir

Performers: Folk artist group of Phi Birc Xoan guild.

This song belongs to the phase of festive singing (performed
after the hat cach), alternating between singers and instrumen-
talists. Singing, accompanied with dancing to demonstrate
some story, creates a joyful atmosphere.

8.
Bé b singing

Performers: Nguyén Thi Lap, Lé Thi Dién and Xoan guild

Cac giong vat includes the songs Trong bong ludng dau, Bic
cAu anh x¢ van, Xe chi va may, Puong di trén sudi dudi dam,
Yéu nhau c¢6i 40 cho nhau and Giwong cung bin c¢o belong-
ing to the repertoire of the love-exchange singing and is made
up of many poems, like a suite. While singing, females also
dance. The gestures illustrate the content of the lyrics.
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