V. Meetings on Intangible Cultural Heritage

An annual workshop on Palau’s intangible cultural heritage is conducted by the
Bureau of arts and Culture, Ministry of Community and Cultural Affairs. The
workshop focuses on strengthening the protection, preservation, and promotion
of cultural heritage of Palau. The event is regularly attended by local traditional
Chiefs and various stakeholders from relevant agencies such as, Belau national
Museum, National Council of Chiefs, Palau Visitors Authority, Belau tourism
Association, Ministry of Education, Non-Governmental Organizations of related
focus, private citizens and the Ministry as a whole. The workshop has been
conducted every year since 2005. The last one’s theme was “Heritage leads to
Economic Prosperity.” Another National conference is the “Mechesil Belau
Women's Conference,” which focuses on the role of women on the strengthening
and promotion of Palau’s culture. The conference is traditionally held at the end
of March to coincide with World Women’s Day and normally has over 300
participants. During the conference, cultural materials and expressions are
displayed and demonstrated. The conference draws participants from leadership
and the local women’s organizations.
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Table6. Meetings on ICH
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