ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This project, preliminary inventory making, took two years of strenuous activity, involving field visits,
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entitled “Intangible Cultural Heritage of Bhutan (ICH).
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The researchers for this book are: Gengop Karchung, Galey Wangchuk, Jigme Choden, Tshering Choki,
Sonam Yudon, Sonam Yangdon and Yeshi Lhendub. Within the time limit imposed by many other
commitments, they and various other members of our National Library family patiently journeyed to
remote villages of almost all dzongkhags (districts), enduring many hardships along the way. Reaching their
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We would like to record our gratitude to the Dzongdas (District Administrators), Cultural Officers, Gups
(heads of administrative blocks) and Tshogpas (Village Representatives), who provided every possible
support and help to ease the path of our researchers in carrying out their important mission. Even more
importantly, we owe a deep debt of gratitude to all bearers and custodians of our ICH, village community
members who enthusiastically collaborated with our researchers and shared with us their knowledge
and memories for recording and storing for future generations. Without their friendly understanding
and support, this project could not possibly have been a success. We also relied on the valuable works of
prominent researchers and scholars who have contributed significantly to studies of Bhutanese culture,
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research teams. Some photos were provided by the following friends of the National Library, to whom we
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In conclusion, we would like to place on record that until now nothing about the ICH of Bhutan
encapsulating its entire spectrum of elements has been published. Our book is, therefore, a pioneer effort
and we hope and believe that this contribution on our part will serve in some small measure to lay the
groundwork for a full and less time-bound national inventory of ICH of Bhutan.
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