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Preface 

 
 
The International Information and Networking Centre for Intangible Cultural 
Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region under the auspices of UNESCO (ICHCAP) has 
carried out various bilateral projects to safeguard intangible cultural heritage 
(ICH) with Member States in the region. These projects, in the Centre’s areas of 
specialisation—information and networking—have acted as stimulants to build 
ICH information and strengthen solidarity throughout the region.  
 
In this context, ICHCAP initiated the project Field Survey of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage Safeguarding Efforts in the Asia-Pacific Region in 2009. The project aims 
to collect information on safeguarding systems and policies, ICH inventories, ICH-
related organisations, ICH lists, and pending issues regarding ICH safeguarding, 
and it aims to obtain a grasp on the current situation to discover appropriate 
measures to promote ICH safeguarding. Since 2009, the project has been carried 
out in over thirty Member States of the Asia-Pacific region. 
 
In 2014, ICHCAP worked in collaboration with experts and institutes from five 
countries—China, Solomon Islands, Tajikistan, Thailand, and Uzbekistan to carry 
out the field survey project. The final report from the project will be used as a 
resource for states within the region to strengthen their understanding of ICH in 
other countries in the region. It will also serve as a resource that will help 
determine the particular needs and provide a direction for new cooperative 
projects for safeguarding ICH. 
 
In particular, in collaboration with the Solomon Islands National Museum, Dr 
Unaisi Nabobo-Baba and co-researchers, cooperated with ICHCAP on the 2014 
field survey in the Solomon Islands. Owing to the team’s efforts, we now publish 
this report on the situation of the Solomon Islands’ ICH safeguarding efforts. 

 
ICHCAP will continue this project over the next several years to cover all the 
Member States in the Asia-Pacific region. We would like to express our sincere 
gratitude to the organisations and individuals who worked togetheron this field 
survey project. 

 
Samuel Lee, Ph.D. 
Director-General, 

International Information and Networking Centre  
for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region  

under the auspices of UNESCO 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

Contents 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Intangible Cultural Heritage Safeguarding Efforts in the Solomon Islands 
 

   |   Preface                                                                                                          001
        

|   Introduction                                                                                                             005 

   |   Field Survey Report 
Ⅰ. Safeguarding System & Policy                                                                                      009 

Ⅱ. Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory     015 

Ⅲ. Relevant Organizations       022 

Ⅳ. Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity  029 

V. List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding  031 

Ⅵ. Living Human Treasures System     034 

Ⅶ. Meetings on Intangible Cultural Heritage    036 

Ⅷ. Pending Issues & Urgent Needs      065 
 

|   List of co-researhers                                                                                                067 
 

 
Annex   | Photographs        070 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 

Introduction | 5 

 

 
Introduction 

 
 
Asia and the Pacific region is an area rich with variouselements of intangible 
cultural heritage. Intangible cultural heritage has been handed down from 
generation to generation and has contributed to the development of cultural 
diversity and the creativity of humanity. Intangible cultural heritage for social 
development is well recognised as it represents the evolvement of historical 
traditions and the cultural identity of a society embodied in creative expression. 
 
Over time, the form and substance of intangible cultural heritage has become 
vulnerable to deterioration. In particular, rapid social change and globalisation 
have made this situation even more pressing. Fortunately, there has recently 
been an increase in global awareness in relation to the value of intangible cultural 
heritage and its safeguarding. 
 
In this regard, ICHCAP has created a survey study plan to collect all the necessary 
information related to current safeguarding systems for intangible cultural 
heritage in the region. ICHCAP has been preparing this survey since 2008, and 
2013 is the fifth year of the implementationof this project. 
 
ICHCAP has collected relevant data from reports, workshop books, meeting 
resolutions, internet databases, etc. While the information is valuable, in many 
cases, the data is neither accurate, nor up to date. This is the reason ICHCAP has 
prepared a new survey to accumulate more current pertinentdata. 
 
The field survey was carried out by respected researchers in each country. For 
this project, ICHCAP developed a questionnaire to guide the research teams 
conducting the field surveys in each country. The questionnaire encompassed 
topics pertaining to safeguarding the present system & policy; intangible cultural 
heritage inventory; information regarding relevant conferences, symposiums and 
workshops; national and local pending issues and urgent needs within the field of 
intangible cultural heritage safeguarding. 
 
Lastly, the information and data may be open to the public and ICHCAP will share 
necessary data with other Member States to support the implementation of the 
most effective and appropriate practices for the safeguarding of intangible 
cultural heritage. We expect the project will assist in strengthening regional 
capacity and solidarity as well as international cooperation for the safeguarding 
of ICH in the region.  
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Ⅰ. Safeguarding System & Policy 
 
 
 
 
 
There are several international and regional instruments on the protection, 
promotion, and safeguarding of cultural heritage that the Solomon Islands is a 
party to. The international instrument includes the UNESCO Convention 
concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage 1972.  
 
Under the Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and 
Natural Heritage 1998, Solomon Islands was able to list East-Rennell as a world 
heritage site under the natural heritage category. 
 

The East Rennell area in the Solomon Islands was inscribed on 18 
June, 2013 in the United Nations Scientific, Cultural, and 
Educational Organization’s (UNESCO) list of endangered sites due 
to logging that is affecting the island’s ecosystem.The UNESCO 
World Heritage Committee determined that “logging is 
threatening the outstanding universal value of East Rennell,” and 
asked the national authorities to provide an impact assessment 
study of this activity, which is taking place outside the site’s core 
area, UNESCO noted in a press release. 

 
East Rennell is the largest raised coral atoll in the world and its 
dense forest has a canopy averaging 20 metres in height. The 
forests, which cover most of the land area of the 37,000-hectare 
site, are an essential component of the atoll, which is considered 
to be a natural laboratory for scientific study. It was inscribed on 
the World Heritage List in 1998, the site makes up the southern 
third of Rennell Island, the southernmost island in the Solomon 
Island group in the western Pacific  
 
Source 
www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45212#VJU6Te4pQ 
(page 1 downloaded on 12/20/2014) 

 
Solomon Islands have ratified two other UNESCO Conventions in 2010. These are 
the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 2003 and 
the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural 
Expressions 2005. It needs to develop and enact relevant legislations to the three 
UNESCO Conventions that it has ratified 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45212#VJU6Te4pQ
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The country is yet to ratify other UNESCO Conventions and these include the 
Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage 2001, the 
Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and preventing the Illicit Import, Export 
and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property 1970; the Convention for the 
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict 1954; and the 
Universal Copyright Convention of 1952 (revised 1971). 
 
It is particularly important that the Solomon Islands ratifies the Convention on 
the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage 2001 because it would 
protect the country’s huge unmapped maritime wrecks, underwater caves and 
other cultural sites across the coastal waters of many islands.  
 

Source 
http://www.unesco.org/eri/la/conventions_by_country.asp?contr=SB&langu
age=E&typeconv=0  (Page 1 downloaded on 12/20/2014) 

 
As for regional framework, Solomon Islands is a member of the sub-regional bloc, 
the Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG). The country is a party to the MSG’s 
Treaty for the protection of traditional knowledge and expressions of culture 
2011.  
 
There is also the memorandum of agreement (MOA) between members of the 
MSG countries on cultural cooperation in Melanesia. 
Solomon islands is also a member of the sub regional entity, Parties to the Nauru 
Agreement (PNA) which overseas the protection of Solomon islands underwater  
Resources including underwater landscapes. 
 
The Nauru Agreement Concerning Cooperation in the Management of Fisheries of 
Common Interest (Nauru Agreement) or PNA is a sub-regional agreement on 
terms and conditions for tuna purse seine fishing licenses. It brings together eight 
Pacific Island countries to sustainably manage tuna and increase economic 
benefits for their peoples. PNA members are Federated States of Micronesia 
(FSM), Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Palau (PU), Papua New Guinea, Solomon 
Islands and Tuvalu. Their combined exclusive economic zones (EEZs) control 25 
per cent of the world’s supply of tuna. 
 

Source 
http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/factsheet_7.pdf) 
(Page 1 downloaded on 12/20/2014) 

 

http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/factsheet_7.pdf
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National and Provincial Policy Framework 
 
The national and the provincial policies that are relevant to the cultural sector 
are discussed.  
 

1) National Level 
 
There is currently no comprehensive national policy or legal framework for the 
country’s cultural sector. It also has no national policy on the preservation, 
protection, promotion and development of cultural artefacts despite the Solomon 
Islands’ rich cultural heritage and rich cultural diversity.  These are major gaps 
and it needs to address and develop national policies if it is serious with its 
commitment to the cultural sector and to the country’s cultural heritage. In order 
to develop the national policy on the sector, a wider consultation with the 
relevant stakeholders needs to be done.  
 
The country’s policy on National Museum of 1991, is the only existing national 
policy that is relevant to the cultural sector. The policy specifically targets the 
functions of the museum in collecting and preserving traditional artefacts. 
 
Although, a Culture Desk responsible for cultural affairs existed since the 
country’s independence, it has been shifted within the government bureaucracy 
several times. It first became the Ministry of Culture and Tourism in 1993, it was 
then split and combined with other ministries. The ministries that hosted Culture 
Desk Office were the Home Affairs, Commerce, Foreign Affairs, Environment and 
Conservation, and Education. In 2006, it became a joint ministry with tourism. Its 
elevated status as a joint ministry with tourism did not provide it with a national 
policy framework. Having a Culture Division without a national policy framework 
to address its functions and powers, limits the Culture Division from carrying out 
its work. 
 
The existing cultural policies of some provinces need to be aligned with the 
national policy if it is developed. Therefore, any development of a comprehensive 
national policy on culture will need to include stakeholders at the provincial level 
and also those at the village level. By developing a national policy on culture, the 
government will show its commitment to the cultural affairs of the country. 
 

2) Provincial level 
 
There are two provinces with existing cultural policies and these are the 
Guadalcanal Policy Statement on Culture of 1987 and the Western Province 
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Policy on Culture of 1989.  Some provinces policies will have to be aligned to the 
national policy for the cultural sector.  
 
The existing cultural policies of certain provinces will have to be reviewed and 
aligned with the national policy framework, and provinces without cultural 
policies will have to be encouraged to develop policy frameworks that integrate 
the participation of local communities and cultural resource owners. 
 
There is also a need to develop a comprehensive national policy framework for 
the cultural sector, with wider stakeholder consultations, including at the 
provincial level. The government needs to develop partners to support wider 
consultations and the establishment of cultural inventory databases. 
 
Legislation Framework 
 
There is currently no national legislation that is specifically committed to the 
promotion, protection and development of the cultural sector and its relevant 
industries. It would be of national interest for the country to enact a national 
legislation to protect traditional knowledge and tangible heritage. The national 
legislation should also include the governance and the institutional structure of 
the cultural sector and the regulation of trade in cultural products. 
 
The powers and functions of the Culture Division as a lead agency to administer 
the sector should be clearly defined in the national legislation.   
 
However, the Protected Areas Act 2010, is a national legislation that has some 
provisions for protection of cultural sites. The Protected Areas Act 2010, is an 
existing legislation which is focused on biodiversity conservation but also have 
specific provisions for the protection of physical sites of cultural importance. The 
Protected Areas Act 2010 defines “protected areas” as: “a geographic area or 
space declared under the Act that is clearly marked, recognized, dedicated and 
managed through legal or other effective means to achieve the long-term 
conservation of nature with associated ecosystem services and cultural values”.  
The Culture Division was responsible for the formulation of two bills and these 
bills were introduced to parliament in 2011. These bills were the a) Traditional 
Knowledge and Expression of Culture Bill and b) Copyright and Related Rights 
Bill. Wider consultations at the community levels were undertaken before the 
bills were introduced to parliament. 
 
The five provinces that have enacted ordinances for the preservation and 
protection of cultural sites and objects are Guadalcanal, Makira, Malaita, Temotu 
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and the Western provinces. These enacted ordinances are the Western Province 
Preservation of Culture Ordinance 1989, the Guadalcanal Province Protection of 
Historical Places Ordinance 1985, the Malaita Province Preservation of Culture 
Ordinance 1995, the Makira-Ulawa Council (Prevention of the Sale of Traditional 
Artefacts) By laws 1977 and the Temotu Province Preservation of Culture 
Ordinance 1993.  
 
An example of enacted ordinances, include a provision in the Guadalcanal 
Province Protection of Historical Places Ordinance 1985 which allows the 
Guadalcanal Provincial Assembly to declare, “any place associated with human 
activity in the past and which is of historical, cultural and archaeological 
significance to be a protected place” upon the request or permission of the 
customary owners. (Footnote: Subregulation 4, Guadalcanal Province Protection 
of Historical Places Ordinance 1985)   
 
Another example of enacted ordinances is the Malaita Preservation of Culture 
Ordinance 1995 and it specifically outlines its purpose “to provide for the 
preservation of traditional artefacts and culturally significant areas (in the 
Province)” (Footnote Source: Subregulation 2, Malaita Province Preservation of 
Culture Ordinance 1995). Section 6 of the Ordinance also authorizes the 
Provincial Executive to declare Protected Place Orders and this is defined as “an 
order for a protection of a particular area of land associated with human activity 
in the past which is of historical, cultural or archaeological significance” 
(Footnote: Subregulation 6 (2) of the Malaita Province Preservation of Culture 
Ordinance 1995) 
  
The financial and technical assistance to provincial administrators is required to 
strengthen the enforcement of legislations and build the capacity of the law 
enforcement agencies at the provincial levels. Assistance is also needed by other 
provincial assemblies to enact tailor-made ordinances for applications in 
provinces with no ordinances in place. 
 
Other related legislations that may need safeguarding are as follows:  
i) Cinematograph Act: This regulates the exhibiting cinematograph pictures for 

licenses for both pictures and theatres. 
 
ii) Custom Exercise Act: This provides for legal enabling checks to be carried out 

at the border or products imported or exported to ensure they are handled in 
accordance to the Act. 
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iii) Immigration Act: There is no specific provision here but the generality of the 
powers can be useful for enforcement of rights including those resulting from 
traditional knowledge and expression of culture in urgent situations. 

 
iv) Protection of wrecks and relics: This is intended to secure the protection of 

war relics from exploitation and it may have implications for ICH 
 
v) Provincial By laws: provincial governments have cultural ordinances to 

safeguard all aspects of culture eg:  
 

• Prevention of sale of traditional artefacts, 

• Western Province Preservation of Culture Ordinance, 1989. 
 
In addition, the Solomon Islands is also party to the MSG Treaty on the protection 
of traditional knowledge and expression of culture. A new museum Act is being 
drafted and it will certainly have specific ICH provisions. 
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Ⅱ. Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory 
 
 
 
 
 
There is no inventory at the moment but the need for this has strong support 
from David Lidimani in his report on Cultural Mapping(2011) Also the Solomon 
Island National Policy on Culture specifies the need to build a national database 
and effective system for the management and protection of cultural landscape of 
archeological and historical significance. 
 
A number of works in the area before Lidimani (2011) are listed here: 
 
In 1993, Japan established with the UNESCO Japanese Funds-in-Trust for the 
Preservation and   Promotion of Intangible Cultural Heritage and by 2013 it had 
contributed 15.67 million USD and   implemented almost 100 projects in the 
world. A prt of this work saw projects on language revitalization in a number of 
pacific countries for example: 
 

i) Indigenous Languages: Revitalizations and Preservation in Melanesia 
and the Pacific (Phase I): Fiji, PNG, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu (June 
2000- February, 2003) 

ii) And the (Phase II): January 2006- October 2009. 
 
 
Other publications as Inventory 
 
Gegeo, D. W. (1998). Indigenous knowledge and empowerment: Rural 

development examined from within. The Contemporary Pacific, 10, 289-
315. 

Gegeo, D. W., & Watson-Gegeo, K. A. (2001). How we know: Kwara'ae rural 
villagers doing indigenous epistemology. The Contemporary Pacific, 13(1), 
55-88. doi.org/10.1353/cp.2001.0004 

Sanga, K. (2011). The ethics of researching unstated contextual knowledge.  In A. 
Ortenblad, I. Bajunid, M. Babur, & R. Kumari (Eds.), Are theories universal? 
Kuala Lumpur: Yayasan Ilmuwan.  
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Sanga, K. (2012). Give me another niu tupu: Enhancing Pacific educational 
research capacity. In K. Sanga & J. Kidman (Eds.), Harvesting Ideas: Niu 
Generation perspectives (pp. 8-36). Suva: USP Press.  

Sanga, K., & Walker, K. (2012). The Mala'itan mind and teamship: Implications of 
indigenous knowledge for team development and performance. The 
International Journal of Knowledge, Culture & Change Management, 11(6), 
223-235.   

Sanga, K., & Kidman, J. (2012). Harvesting Ideas: Niu Generation perspectives. Suva: 
USP Press. 

Sanga, K. (2014). A first look at an indigenous Pacific ethical system and its 
implications for research. In M. ‘Otunuku, U. Nabobo-Baba & S. Johansson-
Fua (Eds.), Of waves, minds and wonderful things (pp.148-162), Suva: USP 
Press. 

Sanga, K. (2014). Fānanau lā’i Gula’alā. Wellington: TNR Literatures.  
 
The Western Solomons research database  (http://westernsolomons.uib.no) is a 
joint initiative of the University of Bergen, Western Province, the Solomon Islands 
Ministry of Education and Human Resources Development. The online database 
provides information on research undertaken in the Western Solomons (Western 
and Choiseul Provinces) and was established by the Bergen Pacific Studies Group 
in Norway (www. Pacific.uib.no). It was specifically set up to address needs for 
sources of information by leaders of Western and Choiseul provinces in 2007. It 
was launched on the 23rd of September 2008 and the database is continuously 
being updated. 
 
The database provides information on individual researchers and their research 
reports and information about their research fields and geographical areas of 
work. A list is provided below.  
 
People participating in the database 
 
Video clips posted on you tube are listed here and are useful inventory database 
for intangible cultural heritage of the Solomon Islands. 
Video Materials on Intangible Cultural Heritage of Solomon Islands 
 
 
 
 

http://westernsolomons.uib.no/
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Name Research Focus* Area** 

Albert, Simon 

Marine biology, water 
quality, marine 
resource management 

Marovo 

Aqorau, 
Transform 

Law, fisheries 
management National level. From Roviana. 

Aswani, Shankar 

Anthropology, human 
ecology, marine 
resource management 

Roviana, Vonavona and Western 
Province 

Baines, Graham 

Resource 
management, policy, 
history 

Western Province and national level 

Barclay, Kate 

Anthropology, 
economics, tuna 
fisheries 

Western Province and national level 

Bayliss-Smith, 
Tim 

Geography, human 
ecology, history Marovo 

Berg, Cato Anthropology, history Vella Lavella, Gizo 

Boseto, David 

Biodiversity, 
terrestrial and aquatic 
biology 

Choiseul, Kolobangara, Gatokae 

Brown, Kenneth 

Law, courts and 
customary law National level 

Burslem, David Rainforest botany Kolobangara 

Cole, Catherine 

Cultural heritage 
management Western Province 

Corrin, Jennifer 

Law, governance, 
customary law Marovo and national level 

Davis, Karen 

Linguistics; Hoava 
language North New Georgia, Kalikolo 

Day, Simon 

Geology; volcanoes, 
earthquakes and 
tsunamies 

Pacific region 

Dureau, Christine 

Anthropology, 
Christianity, 
colonialism, kinship, 
nationhood 

Simbo 

Evans, Bethwyn Linguistics Marovo 

http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/index.php#focus
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/index.php#area
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/albert.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/aqorau.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/aqorau.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/aswani.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/baines.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/barclay.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/bayliss_smith.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/bayliss_smith.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/berg.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/boseto.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/brown.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/burslem.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/cole.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/corrin.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/davis.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/day.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/dureau.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/evans.php
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Filardi, Chris 

Birds, biology, 
biodiversity Western Province 

Foale, Simon 

Marine biology, 
marine resource 
management, human 
ecology 

Western Province 

Frostad, 
Benedicte 

Linguistics Rendova 

Furusawa, Takuro 

Anthropology, health 
science, human 
ecology 

Roviana 

Hviding, Edvard 

Anthropology, history, 
language, 
ethnobiology, 
vernacular education 

Marovo, Kalikolo, Gizo 

Ishimori, Daichi Anthropology,  religion North New Georgia, Kusaghe 

Kinch, Jeff 

Social surveys, marine 
resource management Marovo, Western Province 

Krose, Sarah Anthropology, history Vella Lavella, Bilua 

Kupiainen, Jari 

Anthropology, 
artefacts Marovo, Gatokae 

Lauer, Matthew 

Anthropology, 
environment Roviana, Vonavona 

Love, Mark 

Anthropology, marine 
conservation Marovo 

Mann, Paul Geophysics, tectonics Western Province and worldwide 

McDougall, Debra 

Anthropology, history, 
language Ranongga 

Nagaoka, Takuya 

Anthropology, 
performing arts, 
landscape 

Roviana, New Georgia 

Obata, Kazuko 

Linguistics; Bilua 
language Vella Lavella 

Pikacha, Patrick 

Biodiversity, 
conservation Marovo, Choiseul 

Raymond, Mary 

Linguistics; Kubokota 
language Ranongga 

http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/filardi.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/foale.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/frostad.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/frostad.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/furusawa.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/hviding.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/ishimori.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/kinch.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/krose.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/kupiainen.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/lauer.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/love.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/mann.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/mcdougall.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/nagaoka.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/obata.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/pikacha.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/raymond.php


 

Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory | 19 

Reeve, Rowland Archaeology Western Province 

Richards, Rhys History, artefacts Western Province 

Riley, Barbara 

Cultural heritage 
management Western Province 

Ross, Annie 

Anthropology, social 
surveys Marovo 

Schwarz, Anne-
Maree 

Marine biology, 
marine resource 
management 

Western Province 

Sheppard, Peter 

Archaeology, 
prehistory Roviana, Vella Lavella 

Stubbs, Laurie Custom stories Ranongga 

Taylor, Fred 

Geophysics, 
seismology Western Province 

Thomas, Tim Anthropology Western Province 

Woodley, Ellen 

Culture and 
biodiversity Vella Lavella, Western Province 

 
 
 
Video clips posted on you tube are listed here and are useful inventory database 
for intangible cultural heritage of the Solomon Islands. 
 

1) Community Mapping of Cultural Heritage in the Solomon IslandsCommunity 
Mapping of Cultural Heritage in the Solomon Islands    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNja24UpSiQ 

   
2) Mere Blong Iumi - Part 1 – Kastom youtube 

http://youtu.be/4wqmhQ_QOus 
 

3) Bamboo Music & Dance of Solomon Islands 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40oTJbqLsCk 

 
4) Solomon Islands Rennell Bellona Traditional Dance        

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFs0EGQwQu4 
 
5)  Isabel Students Dance USP Solomon Islands cultural night 2012 

http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/reeve.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/richards.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/riley.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/ross.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/swcharz.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/swcharz.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/sheppard.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/stubbs.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/taylor.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/thomas.php
http://westernsolomons.uib.no/people/woodley.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNja24UpSiQ
http://youtu.be/4wqmhQ_QOus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40oTJbqLsCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFs0EGQwQu4
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IkynVA_CFJ8 
 

6)  Solomon Islands-Lulumo Dance 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XD_g2XEcZCA 
 

7)  Custom Dancing, Solomon Islands 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-FJ_dxJ-3iY 

 
8)  Solomon Islands Dance Traditional 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifcorCnEhLA 
 

9)  Rorogwela [Funafou Dancers - Solomon Islands] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DL7TgvbO9ig 
 

10)  Local Solomon Islands music and dance 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3n-zBedP6oU 
 

11)  Solomon Island's Traditional Music 1 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lhD3rHE0LAg 
 

12)  Culture dance of solomon island 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RfDCWTiRSdA 
 

13)  Custom Dance 1 - Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands 070 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgGVjHDSZwg 
 

14)  Solomons traditional dancing at SICHE 1991 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dMfAZAjgFBo 
 

15)  The Solomon Islands' Arasuka'aniwara panpipe band 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-8094Rn-40     
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNja24UpSiQ 
 

16)  Mere Blong Iumi - Part 1 – Kastom youtube 
http://youtu.be/4wqmhQ_QOus 
 

17)  Bamboo Music & Dance of Solomon Islands 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40oTJbqLsCk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IkynVA_CFJ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XD_g2XEcZCA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-FJ_dxJ-3iY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifcorCnEhLA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DL7TgvbO9ig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3n-zBedP6oU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lhD3rHE0LAg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RfDCWTiRSdA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgGVjHDSZwg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dMfAZAjgFBo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-8094Rn-40
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNja24UpSiQ
http://youtu.be/4wqmhQ_QOus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40oTJbqLsCk
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18)  Solomon Islands Rennell Bellona Traditional Dance 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFs0EGQwQu4 
 
 

19)  Isabel Students Dance USP Solomon Islands cultural night 2012 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IkynVA_CFJ8 

 
20)  Solomon Islands-Lulumo Dance  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XD_g2XEcZCA 
 

21)  Custom Dancing, Solomon Islands 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-FJ_dxJ-3iY 
 

22)  Solomon Islands Dance Traditional 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifcorCnEhLA 

 
23)  Rorogwela [Funafou Dancers - Solomon Islands] 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DL7TgvbO9ig 
 

24)  Local Solomon Islands music and dance 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3n-zBedP6oU 

 
25)  Solomon Island's Traditional Music 1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lhD3rHE0LAg 
 

26)  Culture dance of Solomon Island 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RfDCWTiRSdA 

 
27)  Custom Dance 1 - Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands 070 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgGVjHDSZwg 
 

28)  Solomons traditional dancing at SICHE 1991 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dMfAZAjgFBo 

 
29) The Solomon Islands' Arasuka'aniwara panpipe band 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-8094Rn-40 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFs0EGQwQu4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IkynVA_CFJ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XD_g2XEcZCA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-FJ_dxJ-3iY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifcorCnEhLA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DL7TgvbO9ig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3n-zBedP6oU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lhD3rHE0LAg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RfDCWTiRSdA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgGVjHDSZwg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dMfAZAjgFBo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-8094Rn-40


 

22 | Relevant Organizations 

Ⅲ. Relevant Organizations 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Governmental Organisations 
 

1) Ministry of Culture and Tourism 
 
In 2012, the Government of the Solomon Islands including the Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism organized the festival of Pacific Arts and Culture. This is a huge 
Pacific wide event to be held in the Solomon islands ever. 
 

Source: www.spc.int/hdp/index2 (page15) 
 
In the same year, 2012, the Ministry of Culture and Tourism again facilitated the 
study of Intellectual property  rights  for Arts and Culture in then Solomon 
Islands.The Study was undertaken by Ms  Jankey of   WIPO which also funded the 
study.  
 

Source 
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/tk/781/wipo_pub_781.pdf 

 
a. Field of Concentration  
Mainstreaming culture in nation building and development 

 
b. Advisory body 
The Division of culture in the Ministry acts as the advisory body 

 
c. The person in charge 

 
The Director of Culture 

 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism 
P. O. Box G26 
Honiara 
Solomon Islands 
Phone: +677 24895 
Fax: +677 24890 
The Director of Culture is also tasked to look after the national art gallery. 

http://www.spc.int/hdp/index2
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/tk/781/wipo_pub_781.pdf
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The Director of National Museum  
P. O. Box G 26 
Honiara  
Solomon Islands  
Phone: +677 20137 
 
The Director of National Archives   
P. O. Box G 26 
Honiara  
Solomon Islands  
Phone: +677 21937 
 
 

2. Intangible Cultural Heritage Preservation Associations 
 
Introduction 
 
It is important to note that the great increase in the number of registered and non 
registered cultural   organisations is related to the increased profile given to such 
organisations following the Melanesian Cultural Festival in 1998 which was held 
in Honiara, and also the holding of the Annual Premiers Conference in various 
provinces from 2008 onwards where cultural display of dances plus  other 
cultural performances  were normally given a prominent  feature. 
 
This was  further encouraged by the holding of the Pacific festival of Arts in 
Honiara in 2012 , which was the biggest event of its type ever to take place in the 
Solomon Islands.The festival marked an increased emphasis on the development 
of tourism which in the National Development Budget of  2011-2015,for 
example,an  allocation of SBD $12 M was provided  for year  2010.There was 
however,still a lack of recognition of the cultural contributions to tourism in the 
budget  at that time  for cultural organisations.  
[Lidimani, David (2011)Cultural Mapping Report : Solomon Islands, Honiara: SPC, 
pp 30-34] 
 
Cultural groups and associations 

 

A. Groups registered with Culture Division 

No. Name Province or Ethnic 
Origin Activities 

1 Natagera Cultural & 
Entertainment Assoc Santa Anna, Makira Traditional dance 

2 Mafurose Strings Malathawa, N/Malaita Tradiotnal strings 
3 Lavukal Sava 

Cultural Group 
Russells, Central 
Islands 

Traditional & 
contemporary theatre 

4 Kalala Womens Marovo, Western Pov. Traditional crafts 
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Assoc 
5 Huratoramaimai 

Panpipe 
W/Are’are, Malaita 

Traditional music, dance 
and crafts 

6 Guefatatho Cultural 
Dancing Group 

N/Malaita Traditional dance 

7 Matahia Womens 
Group 

Bellona Traditional crafts 

8 Laulasi Cultural 
Group 

Langalanga, Malaita 
Traditional dance, music 
and crafts 

9 Laulasi Adventure 
Afai 
Cultural Group 

Langalanga, Malaita 
Traditional dance, music 
and crafts 

10 Mungaba Cul. 
Dancing Group 

Rennell 
Trad. & Contemp. Dance, 
music and crafts 

11 Keu Panpipe Are’are, Malaita Trad. Dance, music and 
crafts 

12 
Aloha Club Ontong Java, Malaita 

Trad. & contemp. Dance, 
music and crafts 

13 Takwa Men’s Cult. 
Group 

Takwa, Malaita Traditional dance 

14 Melanesian Tanite Honiara Traditional dance 
15 Avaiki Cultural 

Youth Group 
Rennell-Bellona 

Trad. & Contemp. Dance, 
music and crafts 

16 Roviana Bamboo 
Band Roviana, Western Prov. Trad. Dance and music 

17 Uhu Cultural Group Uhu, Malaita Trad. Dance and music 
18 Do’e Do’e Panpipe E/Kwaio, Malaita Trad. Dance and music 
19 Mae Ko Aani Ani Are’are, Malaita Trad. & contemp. music 
20 Hauharii Drum-

beaters 
Are’are, Malaita Trad. Gong-beating 

21 Manuhasi Cult. 
Group 

Guadalcanal Trad. & contemp. dance, 
music and crafts 

22 Blanga United-Naesa 
Youth Group 

Ysabel 
Trad & contemp. dance 
and music 

23 Movitaonawasi Are’are, Malaita Trad & contemp. music 
24 Ulou Barasili Cult. 

Group 
Kwalo’ai, Malaita Trad dance 

25 T-United Panpipe & 
cultural Group 

Ysabel 
Trad. dance, music and 
crafts 

26 Uen Te Rose Gilbertese, Noro, Trad. & contemp. dance 
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Western Prov music and crafts 
27 One-Tox Band Honiara Contemp. music 
28 Marotasi Tikopia, Temotu Prov Trad. dance 
29 Dalamata Kwara’ae, Malaita Trad. dance an music 
30 Amotukunga Cult 

Assoc 
Tikopia, Temotu Prov Trad. dance 

31 Masi Cultural Group Tawaroga, Makira Trad. and contemp. 
dance and crafts 

32 Solomon Sunset Marovo, Western Prov Contemp. crafts 
33 Namo Commuinity 

Students Assoc 
Tikopia, Temotu Prov Trad. dance 

34 Faeni Cult. Group Northeast Malaita Trad. dance 
35 Death Dream Cult. 

Group Kwalo’ai, Malaita 
Trad. & contemp. dance 
and music 

36 Ngarangara I Heulo’a 
Panpipe 

Malaita Trad. panpipe 

37 Kofiloko Kofiloko, Ysabel Trad. dance 
38 Takana  Hali Cult. 

Group 
Kwara’ae, Malaita Trad. dance 

39 Waikao Cult. Group W/Bauro, Makira Trad. dance 
40 Soikonia Panpipe E/Are’are, Malaita Trad. music and dance 
41 Hatare(Ahai) Cult. 

Group 
Guadalcanal Trad. dance 

42 Iare Bamboo Band Makira Contemp. bamboo music 
43 

Phau Khou W/Maringe, Ysabel 
Trad./contemp. dance & 
crafts 

44 Fularo Cultural 
Group 

Toabaita, Malaita Trad. dance 

45 Rongoe Fote Kwalo’ai, Malaita Trad. dance 
46 Fouo Atori Busuoe 

Panpipe 
Malaita Contemp. panpipe 

47 Lord Howe Cult. 
Assoc 

Lord howe, Malaita Trad. & contemp. dance 

48 Tepeau O Temoana Sikaiana, Malaita Trad. dance 
49 Thlo-Oro’oro Cult. 

Group 
Toabaita, Malaita Trad. dance 

50 Ilitone Cult. Group Malaita Trad. dance 
51 

Waikao W/Bauro, Makira 
Trad. & contemp. dance, 
music and crafts 

52 Poichau Cult. Group Boliu, Guadalcanal Trad. dance and music 
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53 Tololiu Cult. Group Baegu, Malaita Trad. dance and music 
54 Ngibesa Nggella, Central Islands Trad. dance music/crafts 
55 Aukwe Suafa, Malaita Trad. dance 
56 Baetofea String-band Suafa, Malaita Contemp. strings 
57 

Bellona Cult. Club Rennell-Bellona 
Trad. & contemp. dance 
music and crafts 

58 ‘Atangia Womens 
Handicraft Assoc 

Rennell-Bellona Trad. crafts 

59 Oloha Cult. & 
Indigenous Panpipe 

Oloha, Malaita 
Trad. & contemp. dance 
and music 

60 Afuthathato  Manafiu, Malaita Trad. dance 
61 Matavaka Tikopia, Temotu Trad. dance 
62 Manangadangi 

Panpipe Ru’apu, Malita Trad. Panpipe 

63 Santa Anna Youth 
Cult. Group 

Santa Ana, Makira Trad. dance and music 

64 
Dahui Cult. Group Twatana, Makira 

Trad. & contemp. dance 
music and crafts 

65 
Taro Cult. Group Taro, Malaita 

Trad. & contemp. dance 
and crafts 

66 Hatare Cult. Group Marau, Guadalcanal Trad. dance and music 
67 Furii/Sifokali Toabaita, Malaita Trad. craftworks 
68 Siokonia Panpipe E/Are’are, Malaita Trad. dance and music 
69 W/Honiara 

Handicraft & Art 
Assoc 

Honiara 
Trad. & contemp. 
craftwork 

70 
Tamure Dancers Honiara 

Contemp. dance and 
music 

71 RenBel Cult. Assoc Rennell-Bellona Trad. dance music and 
craftwork 

72 Eleana Sugea Lau Lagoon, Malaita Trad. dance 
73 Cross-Road 20 Malaita Contemp. music 
74 Aorigi Cult. Group Aorigi, Makira Trad. dance and spear-

fight 
75 Ramos Generation Malaita Trad. dance 
76 Equatainia Baegu, Malaita Trad. & contemp. dance 
77 

Naonaioloa Small Malaita 
Trad. & contemp. dance 
music and craftwork 

78 Lumbu Cult. Group Kakabona, Guadalcanal Trad. dance 
79 Dusaka Theatre Savo, Central Islands Contemp. dane and 
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theatre 
80 

Octaves & Co Bellona 
Trad. and contemp. 
music 

81 Taboranaku Shortlands/Bouganville Trad. dance 
82 

Pitikole Cult. Group Roviana, Western Prov 
Trad. dance music and 
craftwork 

83 Gina Crescent Cult. 
Group 

Malaita Trad. dance 

84 South Malaita Girls Malaita Trad. dance 
85 Panasasa Cult. Assoc Sasamuqa Choiseul Trad. dance music and 

craftwork 
86 Bruku Bamboo Band Western Prov Trad. bamboo music 
87 Mangguru Are’are, Malaita Trad. and contemp. 

music 
88 Feraligeli Dancing 

Group 
Langalanga, Malaita Trad. dance & craftwork 

89 Are’are Students 
Cult. Group 

(SICHE Students of 
Are’are, Malaita) 

Trad. dance and music 

90 St Josephs Tenaru 
Cult. Group 

(Secondary School 
Students) 

Trad. dance and music 

91 Selwyn College Cult. 
Group 

(Secondary School 
Students) 

Trad. dance and music 

92 
Wasi Ka Nanara Are’are, Malaita 

Trad. & contemp. 
panpipe 

93 Narasirato  Are’are, Malaita  Trad. & contemp. 
panpipe 

94 Kwara’ae Cult. Group Kwara’ae, Malaita Trad. dance and chants 
95 

St Martins Panpipers St Martins, Guadalcanal 
Trad. & contemp. 
panpipe 

96 Nukumoana Cult. 
Assoc 

Bellona Trad. dance 

97 Kwara’ae Mao 
Dancers 

Kwara’ae, Malaita Trad. dance and music 

98 Sei Theatre Group SIDT, Honiara Contemp. theatre 
99 Honiara Mao Dancer Honiara Trad. dance 
100 Baegu Cult. Assoc Baegu, Malita Trad. dance and music 
101 

Ha’ungua Bellona 
Trad. dance and 
craftwork 

102 
Mwaworo Makira 

Contemp. Music, dance 
and craftwork 



 

28 | Relevant Organizations 

103 Amamata Voice W/Are’are, Malaita Trad. dance and music 
104 Rautolu Guadalcanal Trad. craftwork 
105 Alaihaurahia Malaita Trad. panpipe 
106 Mapungamana Tikopia Trad. dance and music 
B. Groups not registered with Culture Division 
107 Graciosa Bay Nelo 

Assoc 
Santa Cruz, Temotu 

Trad. dance and 
craftwork 

108 Pele Dancers Reef Islands, Temotu Trad. dance 
109 

Napa Noali (Venga) Santa Cruz, Temotu 
Trad. dance and 
craftwork 

110 Napa Tva’ake (Neo) Santa Cruz, Temotu Trad. craftwork 
111 Napa Blakopa (Malo) Santa Cruz, Temotu Trad. craftwork 
112 Napa Ba’a (Nonia & 

No’ole) 
Santa Cruz, Temotu 

Trand. Dance and 
craftwork 

113 Nea Tapa Group Santa Cruz, Temotu Trad. tapa and craftwork 
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Ⅳ. Representative List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity 

 
 
 
 
 

There is no list at the moment and this is where the information from this project 
could provide some insights. There are some considerations that might be 
particularly worthy of considerations in areas of the Solomon Islands that have 
been listed or tentatively listed as UNESCO’s World Heritage List and these areas 
are listed below. 
 
East Rennell is the only listing in the UNESCO’s World Heritage List for the 
Solomon Islands. This has been on the UNESCO’s World Heritage List since 2013. 
East Rennell is reportedly the world’s largest raised coral atoll; its lake, Lake 
Teganio is the largest lake in the insular Pacific, and contains a number of 
endemic species.  
 
East Rennell’s forests are largely undisturbed and it has a high number of 
endemic species of birds. The impacts of human activity on East Rennell is 
relatively low because the invasive predators eg rats, land snails, etc., are absent. 
East Rennell is an important site for the study of the science of biogeography and 
other related sciences and certainly warranted some consideration. 
 
Although East Rennell has been listed because of its scientific ecological 
significance, it could be considered as a representative list of intangible cultural 
heritage of humanity.  
 
The Marovo Lagoon located in the Western Province is on the tentative list of the 
UNESCO World Heritage List. This area is tentatively listed as the Marovo-
Tetepare Complex and consists of mixed natural and cultural sites. The area 
include the marine areas of Marovo Lagoon and some terrestrial areas of 
Vangunu, the Gatokae Islands, the uninhabited island of Tetepare and associated 
marine and coastal areas, southern tip and southwest coast of Rendova Island 
and associated coastal and marine areas, and the uninhabited islands of Hele. The 
Marovo-Tetepare Complex area consists of approximately 1600km2 of both 
marine and terrestrial ecosystems. The area is part of the Bismarck Solomon Seas 
Ecoregion and the Coral Triangle  (the global centre of coral diversity). It is also 
declared with New Guinea as the area of high plant diversity. 
 
The Tropical Rainforest Heritage of Solomons Islands is also on the tentative list 
of the UNESCO World Heritage List. This comprise a representative tropical 
rainforest areas of the Solomon Islands and includes the Bauro Highlands of 
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Makira-Ulawa Province, the central caldera volcanic skirt of Kolombangara in 
Western Province, the Mt. Maetambe area of Choiseul Province and the Mt. 
Popomanaseu area of Guadalcanal Province. The four sites that comprise the 
proposed site in the UNESCO’s World Heritage tentative listing include an area of 
about 1500 km². They are situated within the Udvardy Papuan biogeographic 
province of the Oceanian realm. 
 
In the light of the above, it is suggested that all the representative lists 
currentlysuggested should in fact be recommended to UNESSO for inclusion into 
the UNESCO Heritage  listsas follows: 
 
East Rennell; the Marovo Lagoon; the Tropical Rainforest Heritage of the 
Solomon Islands which include these  four areas: 1) the Bauro  Highlands of 
Makira-Ulawa  Province; the Central Caldera Volcanic Skirt of Kolombangara of   
Western province;  the Mt Maetambe area of Choiceul province, and the Mt 
Popomanaseu area of Guadacanal province. 
These four sites cover an area of 1500 square kilometres. 
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Ⅴ. List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need 
of Urgent Safeguarding 

 
 
 
 
 
This piece highlights a number of ICH in need of urgent safeguarding and reflects 
the Solomon Islands rich underwarer cultural heritage.Being underwater,they 
are in the process of being corroded and are vulnerable and hence,they are 
recommended to be protected by unesco’s urgent safeguarding listing. 
 
These include:1)relics of a pre –colonial ship( van Tilburg,2011); 2)war canoe of 
Georgia-the largest existing watercraft in the British Museum(Hesset al,2009); 
3)water caves and sacrificial sites for shark worship in Malaita; 4)historic 
colonial shipwrecks eg the Boussole,1788; 5)well known wrecks of the second 
World War between Guadacanal and Savo and Florida Islands known as the Iron 
Bottom Sound. 
 
There is protection also in local legislations like Protection of Wrecks and and 
War Relics Act of 1980 and and the Protection of Areas Act 2010. 
 
The first one on Wrecks and War Relics restricta access including diving etc and 
interference with relics .The second on Pproteced Areas act also provides some 
protection but its provisions are not as strict as the first local act. 
 
As there are no ICH list for urgent safeguarding,it is recommembded that the 
above list be recommended for urgent safeguarding. 
 
Like many other Pacific islands, Solomon Islands and its people have rich 
maritime heritage and these need urgent attention for special protection. 
Specifically, the rich underwater cultural heritage of the Solomon Islands needs 
protection.  
 
Few underwater relics of pre-colonial vessels have survived, although, some 
examples of terrestrial relics exist (van Tilburg, 2011). A war canoe from New 
Georgia is the largest existing watercraft in the British Museum (Hess et al., 
2009).  
 
Other cultural heritage sites need protection, such as underwater caves and 
sacrificial sites used for shark or crocodile worship, in the coastal waters of 
islands, such as Malaita (Lidimani, 2011).  
 
The most famous historic shipwreck in Solomon Islands is that of the Boussole, 
lost in 1788 off the island of Vanikoro. The well-known wrecks in Solomon 
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Islands are those of the Second World War. Numerous wrecks are located in the 
waters between Guadalcanal and Savo and Florida Islands and are known as Iron 
Bottom Sound.  
 
There are some protection provided by the Protection of Wrecks and War Relics 
Act 1980 and the Protected Areas Act 2010. The Protection of Wrecks and War 
Relics Act of 1980 restricts access to (including diving) and interference with 
these vessels (and aircraft) and associated objects, subject to obtaining a license 
from the relevant Ministry (Corrin and Forrest, 2013). The license is only granted 
to a person who is competent and equipped to carry out excavations or salvage 
operations and can satisfy the Minister that the work will be done in a manner 
appropriate to the historical importance of the wreck.  
 
The Protected Areas Act of 2010 provides limited protection of the underwater 
heritage sites. The Act provides protection over areas that possess significant 
‘cultural resources’ or ‘merits protection under the Convention Concerning the 
Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage sites. 
 
The examples of artificial islands of the Solomon Islands are listed as Sulufou, 
Adagege, Fuunaafou, Foueda, Niuleni, Ferasubua, Saua, Langalanga and Auki 
islands. These artificial islands play a significant role in the cultural history of the 
Solomon Islands and would need to be protected because of increasing sea level 
and climate change.  
 
Solomon Islands is currently implementing a project on the knowledge of 
artificial islands building up in Langalanga on Malaita. This is seen as very timely 
and significant work given the issues of climate change and sea level rise. Some of 
these artificial islands might be contenders for such a list.  
 
These islands would need protection as a living example to be passed on to 
younger generation as an adaptive strategy to deal with the issue of climate 
change and sea level rise. 
 
Molea and Vuki (2008) have briefly described the history of saltwater people in 
the aritifical islands (Fuunaafoou and Niuleni) off the coast of mainland Malaita, 
in the Lau Lagoon area.  In the ancient days of gathering and hunting, people 
migrated from the main island of Malaita to the aritificials islands. The main 
reason of migration to the articifical islands because they were able to see and 
fight their enemies while on the islands of Niuleni and Fuunaafoou. 
 
Traditional fishing has long been part of the lives of the saltwater people of in the 
artificial islands in the Lau Lagoon area. In most of these artificial islands, fish 
caught are for family consumption (Molea and Vuki, 2008; Buga and Vuki, 2012) 
and to barter for crops and vegetables with the people of the main island of 
Malaita. Bartering and food exchange bring closer kinship ties between tribes and 
people living on artificial islands and those living on the main island of Malaita. 
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Traditional fishing, fishing methods and fishing activities on another artificial 
island (Foueda) have been described by Buga and Vuki (2012). The gender roles 
of men and women, their fishing activities and their traditional roles in fisheries 
management were also noted. Molea and Vuki (2008) also documented the 
subsistence fishing nd consumption patterns of people living in the artificial 
islands of Niuleni and Fuunaafoou in the Lau Lagoon area. It may be worth 
considering safeguarding the Lau lagoon area in light of sea level rise and 
protecting the adaptive strategies developed by the saltwater people of artificial 
islands to fight diseases and other problems. 
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Ⅵ. Living Human Treasures System 
 
 
 
 
 
This has not received much discussion and this Project might provide some 
useful insights that could be considered. 
 
Living human treasures are people who possess some expertise in knowledge 
attitude and skills to be able continue the ICH transmission to members of the 
community as is the practice in various parts ot the country. 
 
Solomon islands is a diverse country in terms of language and customs and most 
of the living human treasures would be in the provinces and they need to be 
identified, encouraged in order to ensure that our intangible cultureal practices 
are maintained. Research and documentation of these LHT could be done on a 
provincial basis as this will ensure representation of the different tribes, 
languages and distinct cultural groupings and LHTs are represented in this 
diverse country. 
 
There are also numerous ways of transmiting these ICH intangibles: 
 by stories ,by carvings; by music, by drama, by chants and it stands to reason 
that we need in the various cultural groups those that command the respect of all 
the  members of various groups to be acknowledge and registered as living 
human treasures (LHT). 
 
In short, Solomon Islands needs a system of recognising these knowledgeable 
experts for the promotion and protection of a  living numan treasures system. 
 
Since 2008, there has been a system where provinces hold their Annual 
Priemier’s Meetings which begin with strong cultural dances and other 
performances and because this is rotated around all the provinces, there is a 
strong sense of identity. It should be possible to have a national recognition for 
this through the creation of a a National Living Human Treasures Council which 
could corordinate the recognition of those who are experts in different aspects of  
ICH .This way ,Solomon Islands would have a national system which will ensure 
the awards are given out and recognised for the benefit of all.  
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Examples abound for eg. Master weaves of Tikopia and Rennel and Belona, the 
master carvers of the Western province, the dances of the various islands eg 
Isabel province, the panpipes of Western Are’are in Malaita , the builders of the 
artificial lagoon in the Lau Lagoon, Malaita Province, the story tellers, the house 
builders specific to each tribal or island grouping and the customs which go with 
each different grouping, the customs of magic and supernaturalism which differ 
from island to island, customs related to spiritual activities and dances (see: 
Lidimani, 2012, pages 61-66 for further examples) 
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Ⅶ. Meetings on Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
 
 
 
 

National Development Workshop for the Cultural Industries in Solomon 
Islands 

 

The biggest meeting ever Pacific wide held in Honiara was the event of the 
Festival of pacific Arts and Culture. 

(please see: http//www. spc.int/hdp/index2 in 2012) 

 

1)  Theme  

Solomon Islands National Policy Framework on Culture 

 

2)  Duration 

29 September to 2nd October 2014  

 

3) Venue 

Heritage Park Hotel, Honiara, Solomon Islands  

 

4) Organisers 

 Person in charge and their contact information 

Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

Akeneta Raituku, Human Development Program (akentar@spc.int)   
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5)  List of Participants 

Solomon Islands 

Affiliation Name Contact Information 

Solomon Islands 
National 
Museum 

Tony Heorake 
(Director) 

Address:  PO Box 313, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 677-20309 

Fax : 677-20046 
Email : mauskrast@gmail.com 

Rita Sahu 
(Ethnologist) 

Address:  PO Box 313, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 677-20137 

Email : saripa@gmail.com 
Ms. Patricia 
Luialamo 
(Museum 

Attendant) 

Address:  PO Box 313, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 677-20137 

Email: solmnnmgs@gmail.com 

Artists 
Association of 

Solomon Islands 

Robert Au Nama 
(Technical Advisor) 

Address: P O Box 1875, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 7611781 

Email: robertau07@gmail.com 
Mr. Bannie Ronnie 

(President) 
Address: P.O.BOX G20, Honiara 

Tel: (677)7468414 

Solomon Islands 
Arts Alliance 

Alisa Sera Vavataga 
(Chairperson) 

Address: P O Box 1220, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 7821054 

Email: avavataga@gmail.com 

Sukwadi Media 
Mr AdilahDolaiano 

(Film maker) 

Address: P O Box 850, Central Honiara 
Tel: (677) 7641809 

Email: sukwadimedia@gmail.com 

Desingright 
Company 

Mr Kisey Mae 
(Graphic Artist) 

Address : P O Box 129, Honiara, Solomon 
Islands 

Tel : (677) 7428318 
Email : kisey40@gmail.com 

Xposure 
Mr Robert Taupongi 
(Managing Director) 

Address: P O Box 1381, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 7498007 

Email:robert.taupongi@xposure.com.sb 

Art Haus 
Solomon Islands 

Mr Neil Nuia 
(Art Haus Producer) 

Address Art Gallery, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 7875166 

Email:arthausolomonislands@gmail.com 

mailto:solmnnmgs@gmail.com
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Regina Lepping 
(Art Haus Producer) 

Address Art Gallery, Honiara 
Tel : (677) 7483406 

Email : reginalepping@gmail.com 
Langa Langa 
Shell Money 

maker 
Association 

Mrs JillyMaehaka 
(President) 

Te l: (677) 7697378 

Wai-Hau 
Conservation 

Found 

Mr Felix Naitoro 
(Co-ordinator) 

Address: West Are Are- Malaita Province 
Tel: (677) 7408233 

Email: naitorof@gmail.com 

Proton Creations 

Mr Selwyn Do’oro 
(Fashion Designer) 

Email : selwyn.dooro@yahoo.com 

Mrs Frances Do’oro 
(Fashion Designer) 

Tel: (677) 7411100 

Floral Artist 
Mrs Annie Maedia 
(Floral Artist) 

Tel: (677) 7410076 

Visual Artist 
Mr Brad Leslie 
Pugeva  
(Visual Artist) 

Tel: (677) 7497253 
Email: brad_pugeva@tahoo.com 

 
Mr Feni Brian 
(Visual Artist) 

Tel: (677) 7647546 

 
Mr Fred Oge 
(Visual Artist) 

Address: c/o Culture Dept. 
Tel: (677) 7472446. 
Email: fredoge@hotmail.com 

Ministry of Rural 
Development 

Matilda Watesao 
(Deputy Director) 

Address:P.0 BOX 1983 
Telephone: (677) 25238 
Fax: 22170  
Email: matildawatesao@yahoo.com 

Mr. Henry 
Cordrington 
(Constituency 
Project Officer) 

Address:P.0 BOX 1983 
Telephone: (677) 25238 
MOB: (677) 7781759 
Fax: 22170 

Ministry of 
Commerce, 

Mr Romaldo Albert 
(Deputy Director) 

Address: MCILI, P O Box G26, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 22856 
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Industries, Labour 
& Immigration 

Mr. Nathaniel Mara 
(Chief NTTT Labour 
Officer) 

Address: P.O.BOX G 26, Honiara 
 Tel: (677) 25081 
Email: marantttsi@yahoo.com.au 

Mr. Cornelius Donga 
(Director- Marketing 
& Report Promotion) 

Adress: P.O.BOX G26 
Tel: (677) 21207 
Fax: (677)21240 
Email:cornelius.donga@commerce.gov.sb 

Mr. Stephen 
Talogwari 
(National Event 
Coordinator) 

Tel: (677) 22856/25801/25802 
Email: stalogwari@yahoo.com 

Ministry of 
Finance & 
Treasury  

Mr Misi Gordon  
(Senior Technical 
Officer/ 
Investigation 
Customs & Excise) 

Address: Customs & Excise, Ministry of 
Finance & Treasury, P O Box G16, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 22301 
Fax: (677) 21069 
Email: gmisi@customs.gov.sb 

 
Mr. Norman 
Hiropuhi 
(Director Budget) 

Tel: (677) 23391 
Email: nhiropuhi@mof.gov.sb 

Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism 

Benedict Horuna  
(Culture Officer) 

Address: P O Box G20, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 24895 or 7568802 
Email: bhoruna@gmail.com 

 
Steven Paukari 
(Senior Cultural 
Officer) 

Address: P O Box G20, Honiara 
Telephone: (677) 24895/  7632654 
Fax: 00677 2489 
Email: stivahno@gmail.com 

 
Mrs. Esther Waneasi 
(Assistant Cultural 
Officer) 

Address: P O Box G20, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 24895 
Email: essy.sokeni@gmail.com 

 
Mr.   Dennis Marita 
(Director (ag)Culture) 

Address : P O Box G20, Honiara 
Tel : (677) 24895 
Email : dennismarita@gmail.com 
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Mr. Brian Afia 
(Curator National 
Art Gallary) 

Address : P O Box G20, Honiara 
Tel : (677) 7717311 

Destination 
Solomon 

Mr. Wilson Maelaua 
(Destination 
Solomons) 

Tel: (677) 23444 
MB: (677)7488150 
Email: wmaelaua@gmail.com 

Malaita Province 
Culture & Tourism 
Dept. 

Mr. Jackson Leaburi 
(Culture & Tourism 
Officer Malaita 
Province) 

Address: P.O.BOX 63,Auki Malaita 
Province 
Tel: (677) 40071 
 MB: (677) 7609224 
 Email: jishleaburi@gmail.com 

Provincial 
Minister Makira 
Province 

Mr. Martin Karani 
(Provincial Minister 
for Culture and 
Tourism 
Makira Province) 

Address: P.O.BOX 17 Kirakira,  
Makira province 
Tel: (677) 7475199 
Email: mkarani126@yahoo.com 

Ministry of 
Education & 
Human 
Resource 

Mr. John Pipi 
(Local Culture 
Researcher -Teacher 
Trainer MEHRD) 

Address: P.O.BOX G28 Honiara 
Tel: (677)7765462 

Wai-Hau 
Conservation 
Foundation 

Mr. Felix Naitoro 
(Director/Coordinator) 

Address: Are’Are Malaita Province 
Tel: (677) 7408233 
Email: naitoro@gmail.com 

Stage of Change 
Theatre 

Mrs. Rhonna Marita 
(Performing Artist) 

Address: White river  
Tel: (677) 7736449 
Email: maritarhonna@gmail.com 

USP Centre 
Mr. Vincent Nomae 
(Lecturer USP SI 
Campus) 

Address : Usp Centre, P.O.BOX 460 Honiara 
Tel: (677) 7472441 
Email: Vincent.nomae@usp.ac.fj 

BSP Bank 
Mrs. Liza Talunago 
(Retail Bank 
Assistant) 

Address: P.O.BOX 37 
Tel: (677) 21874 
Email: italunago@bsp.com.sb 

 

Mr. Ham Monogari 
(Team Leader –Agent 
network Bank South 
Pacific) 

Address: P.O.BOX 37 Honiara 
Tel: 21874 
Email: hmonogari@bsp.com.sb 

 Mr Mostym Prama Address: Address: P.O.BOX 37 Honiara 



 

Meetings on Intangible Cultural Heritage | 41 

(Manager BSP 
Banking.) 

Tel: 21874 
Email: mrama@bsp.com.sb 

Nautilus Books 
& Gifts 

Naomi Tozaka 
(Manageress 
Nautilus books and 
gifts) 

Address: P.O.BOX 390, Honiara 
Tel : (677) 26105 
Email: ntozaka@yahoo.com 

FAMOA 
Mr. Henry Isa 
(Advisor FAMOA) 

Address: 21 Tolu Avenue, lengakiki, Honiara, 
SI, 
Tel: (677) 7581142 

Music 
Federation 

Mr. Nathaniel 
Dolaiasi 
(Musician) 

Address: Tandai high way 
Tel: (677) 7673156 
Email: nsalaumonu@yahoo.com 

 
Mr. Ronnie Riti 
(Music Producer) 

Address: Naha Heights 
Tel: (677) 7485950 
Email: paeva.williams@gmail.com 

 
Mr. Donald Bato 
(Musicians Self 
employed) 

Address: P.O.BOX R21, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 7793281 
Fax: (677) 30562 

Vae Tailor 
Elain Maepioh 
(Manager Vai tailor) 

Tel: (677) 22166 
Email: vae@solomon.com.sb 

Digitone Studio 
Mr. Michael 
Maefaididia 
(Music Producer) 

Address: Digitone Studio/Music 
P.O.BOX 349, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 7475984 
Email: digitonestudio@gmail.com 

Honiara Youth 
Council 

Mr. Harry James 
Olikwailafa 
(President, Honiara 
Youth Council 
C/o Youth , Sport & 
Women Division,  
Honiara City Council) 

Address: P.O.BOX334, Honiara 
Tel : (677) 22496 
MB: (677) 7515499 
Email: harryjames662@gmail.com 

 

Mary Tuhaika 
(Youth 
Development Officer 
Honiara city council) 

Address: P.O.BOX 324, Honiara 
Tel : (677) 22496 
MOB: (677)7524922 
Email:kjionisi@gmail.com/youthwomensspo
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rtdivision@gmail.com 

Panpipe 
Producer 

Mr. Francis Deve 
(Marketing and 
Relation Manager) 

Address: Tarawasiwasi ni au  Cultural 
Panpipers Association 
Tel: (677)7473290 or 7822109 or 23940. 
Email:wantok.deve@gmail.com/deve@mend
ana.com.sb 

Avaiki Music 
Association 

Mr. Martin Temoana 
(Secretary, Avaiki 
Music Association) 

Address: P.O.BOX 2377, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 7544680 
Email: avaikimusic@gmail.com 

SPC Youth @ 
Work 

Zanina Vave 
(Youth Market stall 
holder) 

Address: P.O.BOX 1608, Honiara 
Email: vave101nina@gmail.com 

 

Ms. Chrisenthia 
Lagumauri 
(Youth Market stall 
holder 
Inland Revenue 
Division) 

Address: c/o P.O.BOX G9, Honiara 
Mobile: (677) 7776524 (Wendy) 
                 (677) 7689470 (Chrisenthia) 
Email: wendy.wale@gmail.com 

 
Ms. Lynnette-Judith 
Eddie 
(SPC Intern) 

Address: Address: P.O.BOX 1608, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 7595546/8481980 

Ministry of 
Agriculture and 
Livestock 

Mr. Max Kolubalona 
(Chief Quarantine 
Officer- Compliance) 

Address: P.O.BOX G13, 
Tel: (677)24658 
Fax: (677)28365 
Email: mkolubalona@gmail.com 

Lavas Original 
Fashion Wear 

Lavalyn Grosssmith 
Director 
(Lavas Original 
Fashion wear) 

Tel: (677)7552361 
Email: 
lavasoriginal@gmail.com/kgrossmith@gmail.
com 

Western 
Province Arts 
Counci 

Mr. Francis 
Tekatoha 
(Director Western 
Solomons Arts 
Council-WSAC) 

Tel: (677) 7599492 
Email: angiknui@yahoo.com 

Kulukulu 
Handicraft 

Mr. Peter Maepio 
(Coodinator 
Kulukulu handicrafts) 

Address: White river, West Honiara 
Tel: (677) 8409044 
Email: kulukuluhandycraft@gmail.com 
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Women’s Voice Grace Hilly 
Address: P.O.BOX 713 
Tel: (677) 7477336 
Email: gure.hill@gmail.com 

Extreme Design 
Studio 

Mr. Douglas 
(Artist 
Extreme Design 
Studio Lengakiki East 
Honiara) 

Tel:(677) 7487660/7882905 
Email: dougy@yahoo.com 

 

Daniel Kauhiona 
(Assistant Art 
Producer 
Extreme Studio 
Lengakiki East 
Honiara) 

Tel:(677) 7487660/7882905 
Email: dougy@yahoo.com 

Creative Fashion 
Ms. Justina Radcliffe 
(President 
Creative Fashion) 

Address: P.O.BOX 729, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 24595 
MOB: (677) 7493067 
Fax: (677) 24096 
Email: Justina @ Solomon.com.sb 

 

Ms. Grace Rani 
(Committee Member 
Creative Fashion 
Association) 

Tel: (677) 7719450 
Email: gradantrani@gmail.com 

Paper Producer 
(handmade) 

Mr. Peter Aldio 
(Artist 
Local Family Setup) 

Address: Nut Island, Sege Marovo lagoon 
Tel: (677) 7550087 
Email: vakikiart@gmail.com 

Black Islands 
Management 

Mr. Mal Kuper 
(Director 
Black Islands 
Management) 

Address: P.O.BOX 944, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 7780189 
Email: contact@malkuper.com 

Sukwadi Media 
Mr. Adilah Dolaiano 
(Film Maker 
Sukwadi media) 

Address: P.O.BOX 850, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 7641809 
Email: sukwadimedia@gmail.com 

Qamoa Print 
Jocelyn Lai 
(Qamoa Print) 

Address: P.O.BOX 1428 
Tel: (677) 7516740 
Email: laijocelyn5@gmail.com 

Solomon Islands Ms. Dalcy Tekulu Tel: (677) 7506993 
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Women in 
Business 

(President 
SIWBA) 

Email: dtekulu@redmansioninn.com.sb 

Ministry of 
Women 
,Youth , 
Children and 
Family Affairs 

Janet Tuhaika 
(Director 
Women, Youth, 
Children & Family 
Affairs) 

Address: Ministry of Women, 
Tel : (677) 23544 
MOB: (677)7440948 
Fax: (677) 23534 
Email: janettuhaika@gmail.com 

Development 
Planning and Aid 
Coodination 

Ms. Serah Notere 
(Principal Planning 
Officer Ministry of 
Development  
Planning & Aid 
coordination) 

Address: P.O.BOX G30, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 38255/38256 
Email: snotere@mdpac.gov. 

Tourism 
Division 

Mr. Andrew Prakash 
(Director 
Ministry of 
Development, 
Planning & Aid 
Coordination) 

Address: P.O.BOX G30, Honiara 
MOB: (677) 7477014 
Email: aprakash@mdpac.gov.sb 

 

Ms. Joan Sautehi 
(Tourism 
Development Officer 
Tourism Division) 

Address: Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism,P.O.BOX G20, Honiara. 
Tel: (677) 28603. 
Email: sautehijoan@yahoo.com 

Curriculum  
Dept 

Mr. John Aonima 
(Principal 
Curriculum 
Development 
Officer) 

Address: P.O.BOX G27, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 30116 
MOB: (677) 7807068 
Email: johna0828@gmail.com 

Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 
and External 
Trade 

Mr. George Tuti 
(Chief Trade Officer/ 
Eif-Niu Coordinator 
Dept. of External 
Trade) 

Address: P.O.BOX G10, Honiara 
Tel: (677) 21250 
Fax: (677) 20351 
Email: gtuti@mfaet.gov.sb. 

Secretariat of the 
Pacific 
Community 

 

Address: P.O. Box 3 Luke Street, Nabua, Suva 
Tel: (679) 3370733 
Fax: (679) 3770021  
Email: spc@spc.int 
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Secretariat of the 
Pacific 
Community-SPC 
Executive 

Ms. Fekitamoeloa 
Utoikamanu 
(Deputy Director 
General) 

Tel: (679) 3379 308 
Email: FekitamoeloaU@spc.int  

Secretariat of the 
Pacific 
Community-
Human 
Development 
Programme 

Elise Huffer 
(Human 
Development Adviser 
-Culture) 

Tel: (679) 3379387 
Email: EliseH@spc.int 

 
Jessie McComb 
(Culture Officer) 

Tel: (679)  3379495 
Email: JessieM@spc.int 

 
Luisa Mavoa 
(Programme 
Administrator) 

Tel: (679) 3379 411 
Email: luisam@spc.int 

 Akeneta Raituku 
Tel: (679) 3379 351 
Email: akenetar@spc.int 

Secretariat of the 
Pacific 
Community- 
Solomon Islands 
Arts Alliance 

Alisa Sera Vavataga 
Tel: (677) 7821054 
Email: avavataga@gmail.com 

Secretariat of the 
Pacific 
Community- 
Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism 

Dennis Marita Email: dennismarita@gmail.com 

Secretariat of the 
Pacific 
Community- 
Pacific Islands 
Forum Secretariat 

Glynis Miller 
(Trade 
Development Officer  
Pacific Islands 
Forum Secretariat) 

Tel: (679) 3312600  
Email: glynism@forumsec.org.fj 

 

•Reference material: See the next page. 
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6)  Workshop Program 

 

Title: National Development Workshop for the Cultural Industries in Solomon 
Islands 

Venue: Heritage Hotel, Honiara, Solomon Island 

Duration: 29th September – 2nd October 2014 

 

(Session Information) 

a. Session 1 : Setting the Scene  

In order to better understand the context of the cultural industries in 
Solomon Islands, stakeholders will be informed and updated about national 
policies, frameworks and activities that support the sector. The expected 
outcome of the session is to have a full understanding of the national 
cultural policy and its impact on cultural industries through the country. 

Facilitator: Glynis Miller, PIFS 

b. Session 2 : Understanding the Cultural Industries in Solomon 
Islands 

Understanding the realities of the cultural Industries in Solomon Islands 
will form the foundation for future discussion about how to develop and 
improve the sector. The session will present the cultural industries and the 
value cycle and examine government policies and regulations that support 
industry including investment opportunities.  The expected outcome of the 
session is to determine whether the enabling environment allows or 
inhibits the cultural industry and by extension, the livelihoods of people 
who depend on the industry for income generation. 

Facilitator: Alisa Vavataga, Solomon Islands Arts Alliance 

• Panel: Realities from the Producers Perspective   

Sector representatives from music, dance, literature, visual arts, expressive 
art, heritage art, handcraft and fashion, share their views on the realities 
that impact their abilities to promote and grow their art forms. 
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Moderator: Glynis Miller, PIFS 

c. Session3 : Our Value Cycle Break-out Session 

During this session, participants will work in small groups to discuss their 
participation and role in the value cycle and identify gaps within the cycle. 
They will discuss the economic value of their role in the value cycle.  

Facilitator: Jessie McComb, SPC 

d. Session4 : Supporting the Cultural Industries 

This session presents the organizations and projects that provide support 
for cultural producers in developing, managing and expanding their 
businesses. At the end of the session, participants should understand the 
opportunities and services currently available to support the cultural 
industries and be able to identify any gaps in these services.  

Facilitator: PIFS 

e. Session5 : Promoting the Cultural Industries 

Private and public sector stakeholders both play important roles in 
promoting the cultural industries through retail outlets, trade support and 
branding. This session will address the current realities of promoting the 
Solomon Islands cultural industries’ products and services. The outcome of 
the session is to determine current challenges and opportunities to better 
promote the cultural industries.  

Facilitator:  SPC 

f. Session6 : Education and Cultural Industries 

This session is designed to look at the teaching, learning and research 
currently taking place for the promotion of cultural industries, and identify 
achievements and gaps.  

Facilitator:  Glynis Miller, PIFS 

g. Session7 : Visioning Exercise Break Out Session 

Where do you want to see the Solomon Islands cultural industries in 5 or 
10 years? During this exercise, small groups will work together to create a 
vision for the cultural industries.  
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Facilitator: Jessie McComb, SPC 

h.  Session8 : Tourism and the cultural industries 

Tourism and the cultural industries have many areas of overlap. How are 
the sectors in Solomon Islands already working together? Where are there 
more opportunities for partnership? This session will examine the cultural 
dimensions of the tourism industry in current practice with the objective of 
gaining a greater understanding of tourism’s role in Solomon Islands as a 
promoter and supporter of the cultural industry.   

Facilitator:  SPC 

 

i. Session9 : Protection and preservation of cultural goods and 
services 

This session will address the regulatory and fiscal measures currently in 
place to promote and protect the diversity of cultural expressions in Fiji 

Facilitator: PIFS 

j. Session10 : SWOT Analysis 

This session will be dedicated to initiating the discussion around the 
national strategic priorities and actions. The session will focus on 
conducting a SWOT analysis. 

k. Session11 : National Strategic Priorities 

This session will include a round table discussion of national priorities 
that are based on the SWOT Analysis and discussion throughout the week. 
The discussion will result in the identification of top priorities.  

Facilitator: Jessie McComb SPC & Glynis Miller, PIFS 

l. Session12 : Translating Priorities into an Action Plan 

During this session, SPC and PIFS will meet with the Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism and the Solomon Islands Arts Alliance to determine strategic 
actions to address the agreed upon priorities. The discussion will result in 
an implementation plan with milestones and a timeline. The plan will be 
finalized and circulated to workshop participants for feedback within 3 
weeks after the completion of the workshop.  
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Facilitator: SPC/PIFS 

(Draft Workshop Program) 

time Activities Presenter 

Day 1. Sep 29, Mon. 

8:00-8:30 Registration 

8:30-10:15 Official Opening 
 

• Introductory Statement 

• Opening Prayer 

• Opening Address 
 
 

• Keynote Address, 
 
 

• Vote of thanks to  speakers 

• Introduction to the ‘Enhancing 
the Pacific Cultural Industries: 
Fiji, Samoa and Solomon 
Islands’ Project 

 
Group Photograph 

 
 

• Jessie McComb 

• Bishop Johnny Cooper 

• George Tuti 
Chief Trade Officer, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and External Trade 

• John Walton Wasi 
Permanent Secretary, 

Ministry 
of Culture and Tourism 

• Jessie McComb 

• Glynis Miller 

10:15-10:30 Tea Break
 

10:30-12:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 1 
Setting the 

Scene 

Understanding the 
Solomon Islands 

Nasinol Policy 
Framework belong 

KALSA 

Dennis Marita 
Acting Director, Culture 
Division, Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism 

Impact of the Nasinol 
Policy Framework 
belong KALSA on 

Facilitating Trade and 
Commerce 

Cornelius Donga 
Director, Marketing& Export 
Promotion Division , Ministry 
of Commerce, Industries, 
Labour and Immigration 
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10:30-12:30 

Impact of the Nasinol 

Policy Framework 

belong KALSA on 

Rural Development 

Henry Meain 

Constituency Project Officer , 

Ministry of Rural Development 

and Indigenous Affairs 

Impact of the Nasinol 

Policy Framework 

belong KALSA on Arts 

and Heritage 

Tony Heorake 

Director, National Museum 

Impact of the Nasinol 

Policy Framework 

belong KALSA on 

Cultural Producers in 

Honiara 

Alisa Vavataga 

President, Solomon Islands 

Arts Alliance 

Impact of the Nasinol 

Policy Framework 

belong KALSA on 

Cultural Producer 

outside of Honiara 

Francis Tekatoha 

Western Arts and Cultural Council 

and Martin Karani, Provisional 

Minister for Tourism and Culture. 

12:30-13:30 Lunch 
13:30-15:00 Session 2-1 

Understanding 
the Cultural 
Industries in 

Solomon 
Islands 

Defining the 

cultural industries 

in the Solomon 

Islands 

Dennis marita 

Culture Division, Ministry of Culture 

and Tourism 

Understanding the 

value cycle of the 

cultural industries 

McComb, SPC 
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Open 
Discussion- 

Understanding the 
enabling 

environment for 
cultural industries 

Panel: Realities from the 
Producers Perspective 
George Tuti 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
External Trade 
Andrew Prakash 
Ministry of Development, Planning 
and Aid Coordination 
Norman Hiropuhi 
Ministry of Finance and Treasury 
Cornelius Donga 
Ministry of Commerce, Industries, 
Labour and Immigration 
Mostyn Prana 
Bank South Pacific 

15:00-15:15 Tea Break 

15:15-16:00 Session 2-2 Open 
Discussion and 

Q & A 

George Tuti 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
External Trade 
Andrew Prakash 
Ministry of Development, 
Planning and Aid Coordination 
Norman Hiropuhi 
Ministry of Finance and Treasury 
Cornelius Donga 
Ministry of Commerce, Industries, 
Labour and Immigration 
Mostyn Prana 
Bank South Pacific 

16:00-17:00 Session 3 
Our Value 

Cycle Break-
out Session 

Group 1: Dance 
Group 2: Handcraft & 

Fashion 
Group 3: Visual arts 

Group 4: Music 
Group 5: Literary & 
Language & Film 

Group Feedback – 10 
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minutes per group 

Day 2. Sep 30, Tue. 

8:00-8:30 Registration 

8:30-8:45 Review of Day 1 Glynis Miller, PIFS 

8:45-10:30 Session 4-1 
Supporting 
the Cultural 
Industries 

 
 

Building 
opportunities for 

women to 
participate in 

cultural business 

Dalcie Tekulu 
Solomon Islands Women in 
Business Association 

Business advisory  
services  for cultural 

enterprises 

Tony Koraua 
Chairman, Solomon Islands 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry 

Trade training 
services for cultural 

producers 

Walter Dora’adi 
National Trade Training & Testing 
Unit, Ministry of Commerce, 
Industries, Labor and 
Immigration 

10:30-10:45 Tea Break
 

10:45-1130 Session 4-2 Business and 
cooperative services 

for cultural producers 

Romaldo Albert 
Deputy Director, Business and 
Cooperative Development Division, 
Ministry of Commerce, Industries, 
Labor and Immigration 

South Pacific 
Business 

Development 
Microfinance 

TBD 
South Pacific Business 
Development 
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Presenter 
Art Haus: 

Promotion 
through non-
profit, social 
businesses 

Neil Nuia and Regina 
Lepping 
Honiara Art Haus 

Open Discussion 

and Q & A 

 

11:30-12:30 Session 5-1 
Promoting 

the Cultural 
Industries 

Export 
opportunities for the 

cultural industries 

Cornelius Donga 
Marketing & Export Division, 
Ministry of Commerce, Industries, 
Labor and Immigration 

12:30-13:30 Lunch 
13:30-15:30 Session 5-2 Promoting 

Solomon Islands 
cultural products 

and services 

George Tuti 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs & 
External Trade 

Open Discussion 
and 

Q & A 

Mendana Gift Shop 
manager 
Heritage Gift Shop manager 
National museum craft 
shop manager 
Others TBD 
Panel: Promoting Solomon 
Island cultural products in 
retail outlets 
Moderator: Glynis Miller 
 

15:30-15:45 Tea Break 

15:45-16:30 Session 6 
Education 

and Cultural 
Industries 

 

The Solomon Islands 
Curriculum: arts and 

culture 

John Aonima 
Curriculum Department, Ministry of 
Education and Human Resources 

Cultural industries 
at the University of 
the South Pacific  in 

Solomon Islands 

John Usuram 
University of the South Pacific 
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APTC’s Approach 
to teaching 

cultural industry 
skills 

TBD 
Australia-Pacific Technical College 

Open Discussion 

and Q & A 

 

16:30-17:30 Session 7 
Visioning 
Exercise 

Break Out 
Session 

Group 1: Dance 
Group 2: 

Handcraft 
Group 3: Visual 

arts 
Group 4: Music 

Group 5: Literary 
& Language 

 
Group Feedback – 10 

minutes per group 

 

Day 3. Oct 1, Wed.
 

8:00-8:30 Registration 

8:30-8:45 Review of Day 2 Jessie McComb, SPC 
8:45-10:30 Session 8 

Tourism and 
the cultural 
industries 

 

Tourism in Solomon 
Islands: Current 

realities and future 
plans 

Laurie Lekoto 
Senior Tourism Officer, 
Department of Tourism, Ministry 
of Culture and Tourism 

Tourism from the 
visitors’ perspective: 
markets, trends and 

products 

Josefa Toamoto 
CEO, Solomon Islands Visitor 
Bureau 

Solomon Islands 
Hotel Association 

TBD 

Cultural tourism 
itineraries and 

products 

Wilson Maelaua 
Destions Solomons 

Selling into 
tourism markets – 

Peter Maepioh 
Western Province Handicraft 
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a case study Association 
Open Discussion 

and 
Q & A 

 

10:30-10:45 Tea Break 
10:45-12:30 Session 9-1 

Protection 
and 

preservation 
of cultural 
goods and 

services 

UNESCO 2005 
Convention on the 

promotion and 
protection of the 

diversity of 
cultural 

expression 

Akatsuki Takahashi 
UNESCO 

Biosecurity: 
promoting the 
movement of 

Solomon Islands 
products 

Max Kolubalona 
Compliance Office, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Livestock 

Open Discussion and 
Q & A 

 

12:30-13:30 Lunch 

13:30-14:30 Session 9-2 Preventing 
counterfeit 

cultural products 
and trafficking of 

cultural goods 

Gordon Misi 
Customs and Excise Division, 
Ministry of Finance and 
Treasury 

Protecting cultural 
intellectual 

property 

Francis Waleanisia 
Lawyer, Wale & Associates 

Open Discussion 
and 

Q & A 
 

 

14:30-15:30 Session 10 
SWOT 

Analysis 

SWOT Analysis 
Explanation 

Jessie McComb SPC & 
Glynis Miller, PIFS 

Group Feedback 
- 10 minutes per 

Participants will be put into 4 or 
5 groups representing a range of 
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group cultural industries sub-sectors 
for this exercise. 

15:30-15:45 Tea Break
 

Day 4. Oct 2, Thur. 

8:30-12:00 Session 11-1 
National 
Strategic 
Priorities 

Option 1: Discussion and Voting 
 
1. Identification of priorities through an open 

discussion to develop a list of 20 priority issues. 
2. First vote – All workshop participants vote for 

six top priorities. (Voting method: Priorities are 
listed on papers posted on the wall. Participants 
each get six stickers to place next to the 
priorities for which they are voting.) 

3. Discussion, analysis and identification of top 8 
priorities. 

4. Second vote – List only the top 8 from the first 
vote. All workshop participants vote for 4 top 
priorities. 

5. Discussion to verify and finalize top 4-5 
priorities 

Morning Tea Break will be held mid-session at an appropriate breaking point 

12:00-12:30 Wrap up and Closing Remarks 

12:30-14:00 Luncheon 
14:00-18:00 Session 12 

Translating Priorities into an Action Plan 
 

(Action Plan Adopted) Solomon Islands Cultural Industries Strategic Framework 
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7) Solomon Islands Cultural Industries Strategic Framework 
 

Priority 1 No. Action Sub Activity  Responsibility Deadline Resources 
Youth involvement in 
cultural industries 
 

• Involve youth 
in policy 
development 

• Involve youth 
in activities 

• Assist youth in 
breaking into 
industry 

1.1 Network and collaborate with 
the Ministry of Women & Youth 
and family Affairs – 
partnership agreements. 

Meet with Ministry of Women, 
Youth and Family Affairs  

Lead: Culture 
Division 

March 
2105 

HR & Logistics  

Develop partnership agreement 
that covers funding allocation and 
group registration  

Lead: Culture 
Division 

March 
2015 

1.2 Create linkages with youth 
councils, associations, churches 
and schools and Youth at Work 
Programme to formalise 
engagement. 

Meeting with Youth Councils, 
Churches and Associations  

Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 

March 
2015 

HR, Logistics & 
Administrative 
Costs 
 Agreement with youth councils 

with clause on policy 
consultations  

Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 

March 
2015 

Meet with SPC Youth at Work 
Programme to determine 
partnership options 

Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 

March 
2015 

Training for Youth at Work 
Market vendors 

Lead: SPC March 
2015 

Existing & 
SPCSI 

1.3 Work with educational 
institutions to formulate arts 
training programmes targeting 
youth 

Meeting with educational 
institutions to initiate partnership 
conversation  

Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 

March 
2015 

HR, Logistics & 
Administrative 
Costs 
 Create programme plan and sign a 

MOU 
Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 

December 
2015 

1.3 Raise awareness of the cultural 
industries with youth  

Use the Culture Beat program to 
target youth – create segments 
that focus on youth 

Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 
& Community 

March 
2015 

HR, Logistics & 
Administrative 
Costs 
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Leaders 

Use social media to network with 
youth – develop Facebook page 
and youtube.com   

Lead: SIAA 
Support: 
Culture 
Division, City 
Council, Youth 
Council 

December 
2014 

Existing  

Youth involvement in 
cultural industries 
 

• Involve youth 
in policy 
development 

• Involve youth 
in activities 

• Assist youth in 
breaking into 
industry 

1.1 Network and collaborate with 
the Ministry of Women & Youth 
and family Affairs – 
partnership agreements. 

Meet with Ministry of Women, 
Youth and Family Affairs  

Lead: Culture 
Division 

March 
2105 

HR & Logistics  

Develop partnership agreement 
that covers funding allocation and 
group registration  

Lead: Culture 
Division 

March 
2015 

1.2 Create linkages with youth 
councils, associations, churches 
and schools and Youth at Work 
Programme to formalise 
engagement. 

Meeting with Youth Councils, 
Churches and Associations  

Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 

March 
2015 

HR, Logistics & 
Administrative 
Costs 
 Agreement with youth councils 

with clause on policy 
consultations  

Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 

March 
2015 

Meet with SPC Youth at Work 
Programme to determine 
partnership options 

Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 

March 
2015 

Training for Youth at Work 
Market vendors 

Lead: SPC March 
2015 

Existing & 
SPCSI 

1.3 Work with educational 
institutions to formulate arts 
training programmes targeting 

Meeting with educational 
institutions to initiate partnership 
conversation  

Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 

March 
2015 

HR, Logistics & 
Administrative 
Costs 
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youth Create programme plan and sign a 
MOU 

Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 

December 
2015 

 

1.3 Raise awareness of the cultural 
industries with youth  

Use the Culture Beat program to 
target youth – create segments 
that focus on youth 

Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 
& Community 
Leaders 

March 
2015 

HR, Logistics & 
Administrative 
Costs 

Use social media to network with 
youth – develop Facebook page 
and youtube.com   

Lead: SIAA 
Support: 
Culture 
Division, City 
Council, Youth 
Council 

December 
2014 

Existing  

 
 

Priority 2 No. Action Sub Activity  Responsibility  Deadline Resources 
Intellectual Property 
Rights 
• Improve IP protection 

for all subsectors  
• Improve legal 

protection for 
producers 

 Approve Cultural and 
Traditional Knowledge Bill by 
Parliament. 

Liaise with AG chamber to get the 
status of the bill  

Lead: Culture 
Division 

Novembe
r 2015 

Existing  

Continue to follow up with the 
chamber to table the bill in 
parliament  

Lead: Culture 
Division 

March 
2015 

Existing  

 Work with PIFS (SPC) on the 
Traditional Knowledge Action 
Plan (TKAP II).  

Dennis meet with Vini and Glynis 
to determine actions 

Lead: Culture 
Division 

February 
2015  

Existing 

Use the project to develop 
copyright contracts for producers 

 February 
- 
December 
2015 

Existing 
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 Determine the current IP 
options for producers  

Associations meet with Francis 
Walenesia to learn about options 

Lead: SIAA April 
2015 

Existing 

Glynis to dissemination report on 
IP in SI 

Lead: PIFS December 
2015 

Existing 

Follow up with Iain Heath on this 
study 

Lead: SIAA December 
2015 

Existing 

 Creating awareness around IP 
protection and commercial 
sector needs for cultural 
producers 

Training on current IP laws, the 
new law and commercial protocol 

Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 
& AG’s Office 

June 2015 HR & Logistics  

 Collaborating with the local 
enforcement agencies on 
relevant strategies to safeguard 
the interests of artists and 
cultural producers. 

SPC/PIFS workshop on IP 
enforcement  

Lead: SPC & 
PIFS 
Support: 
Culture 
Division 

April 
2015 

Existing 

Cultural Division to collaborate 
with Customs & Excise 
Department  

Lead: Culture 
Division  

April 
2015 

HR & Logistics 

 Ensure copy right activities are 
integrated into the new Arts 
Council 

Incorporate national development 
workshop priorities into Arts 
Council plan 

Lead: Culture 
Division 

December 
2015 

HR, Logistics & 
Admin 
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Priority 3 No. Action Sub Activity  Responsibility Deadline Resources 
Identify training 
opportunities 
• Needs assessment 
• Scholarships 
• Standards 

3.1 Develop a training needs 
assessment including existing 
programs  

SPC Human Resources assessment Lead: SPC 
national 
consultant 

April 
2015 

Existing 

Training assessment based on HR 
assessment 

Lead: SIAA 
Support: SPC 
national 
consultant, 
Cultural 
Division 

June 2015 Existing 

SPC to talk to producers in next 
workshop 

Lead: SPC April 
2015 

Existing 

3.2 Explore scholarships specific 
for creative and arts industry  

 Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: 
Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 
& External 
Trade 

January 
2015 

Existing 

3.3 Develop a training strategy and 
implementation plan that 
includes short, medium and 
long term training  

Review HR assessment  
Create training strategy document 
& implementation plan 

Lead: SIAA 
Support: Culture 
Division, SPC 

June 2015 Existing 

3.4 Implement strategy with 
stakeholders and partners  

Sub-activities based on training 
strategy implementation plan 

Lead: Cultural 
Division 

January 
2016 

HR, Logistics & 
Admin 

3.5 Standards and certification for 
production of cultural goods 

Determine if there is a law/policy 
on national standards 

Lead: Cultural 
Division 

Novembe
r 2014 

Existing 
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Priority 4 No.  Action Sub Activity  Responsibility Deadline Resources 
Infrastructure 
development: market 
venues and performance 
spaces  

4.1 Maximise usage of current 
facilities including art gallery, 
museum, main market, 
informal arts, Art Haus, Art in 
the Park 

Identify current & potential areas 
for markets and performance 
spaces 

Lead: SIAA 
Support: SPC 

 Existing 

    
    
  December 

2015 
 

4.2 Create strategy for cultural 
centres in provinces including 
space for markets and 
performances  

 ? ? ? 
    
    
  ?  

and services   

If the policy exists, train producers 
on the standards  
 

Lead: Cultural 
Division 
Support: SIAA & 
other 
stakeholders 

December 
2015 

HR, Logistics & 
Admin 

Should the policy exist, advocate 
for its establishment 

Lead: Cultural 
Division 
Support: SIAA & 
other 
stakeholders 

December 
2015 

HR, Logistics & 
Admin 
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4.3 Working with Ministry of 
Finance to get tax exemption 
on equipment to support the 
cultural industries  

 Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 

 Existing 

    

  June 2015  

4.4 Explore funding opportunities Initiate conversation with 
UNWomen about their Markets 4 
Change project 

Lead: Culture 
Division 

? Existing 

Talk to EU about infrastructure 
development – market venues and 
performances spaces 

Lead: Culture 
Division 

? Existing 

4.5 Explore the development of 
Oceania center in USP at SI – in 
their new campus – and SINU 

 Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 

 Existing 

   Existing 

   Existing 

  December 
2015 

Existing 

 
 

Priority 5 No. Action Sub Activity  Resposiblity  Deadline Resources 
Association capacity 
building  

5.1 Establish an National Arts 
Council  

  December 
2016 

HR, Logistics & 
Admin 
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5.2 Formalize associations  
 

Host association capacity building 
workshop  

Lead: SPC 
Support: PIFS, 
Culture Division 

March 
2015 

Existing 

Follow up with associations for 
technical support 

Lead: SPC 
national 
consultant 
Support: Culture 
Division  

July 2015 Existing 

5.3 Entrepreneurial workshops  Training on equipment inventory 
management 

Lead: SPC 
Support: PIFS, 
Culture Division 

Novembe
r 2015 

Existing 

    

5.4 Linking all government 
ministries to support the arts 
and culture  

 Lead: Culture 
Division 
Support: SIAA 

January 
2015 

Existing 
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Ⅷ. Pending Issues & Urgent Needs  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Solomon Islands has around eighty languages and many of these languages are 
not written or standardized and it is the main issues that need safeguarding. You 
are likely to find more than one language spoken on one island with dialectal 
differences. Many children growing up in the urban centres could not speak their 
mother tongue but only speak the lingua franca Solomon Pijin.  
 
Traditional knowledge and skills are under threat of varnishing in many parts of 
the country. As older generation are ageing mastery of such knowledge and skills 
is also decreasing. For instance, red feather money making on Temotu Nendo is 
an example. Only an elder in a community is still skillful making it but the red 
feather bird is becoming difficult to find because of environmental degradation.  
 
The teaching and learning of culture, though is included in the school curriculum 
but is not emphasized strongly. The reason is that education system in Solomon 
Islands is exam driven therefore teaching of subjects like Maths, English and 
Science are given the top priority because they are examinable subjects.  
 
The cultural mapping report for Solomon Islands was published in 2011. It 
contains baseline data that could be used by the government and interested 
international organizations like UNESCO to develop safeguarding strategies. 
 
One of the problems encountered in already implemented safeguarding projects 
and initiatives is sustainability. For instance, Tarawasiwasi-Ni-Au Cultural Pan-
pipers Association on Malaita has implemented a TMAC Project (Traditional 
Music, Art and Culture) which was funded by EU. The project had delivered the 
followings:  
 

- Build a Training Centre 
- Designed a Training Curriculum 
- Trained Trainers to deliver the curriculum 
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- Co-exist with the Primary School so that school dropouts can do the TMAC 
programme.   

 
The manager of the project highlighted the following chanllenges: 
 
- After the project when the funding came to an end, the issue of sustainability is 

becoming a challenge; 
 
- Seed money to continue the operations including getting the second phase of 

the plan realized; 
 
- The programme needs recognition from the Solomon Islands Government 

through the Ministry of Education and human Resources Development under 
the National Qualifications Framework and Support. 
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Dance - Isabel Province 
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Dance - Isabel Province 
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Dance - Makira Province 
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Dance - Lau, Malaita Province 
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Dance - Renbel Province 
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Dance - Temotu Province 
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Dance - Wagina, Western Province 
 

 
 

Dance - Western Province 
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Water dance - Marau, Guadalcanal 
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Kwaio - Dressing 

 
Kwaio- Hair grooming 
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Music - Drum beat - Kwaio, Malaita 
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Music - Gilo music, Kwaio, Malaita 
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Kwaio - Mortuary feast 
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Kwaio - Mortuary feasting 
 
  



 

８４ | Photographs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pork sharing 
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Kwaio - Burial ritual 
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Kwaio - Pride price payment 
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Solomon Islands National Museum, Honiara 
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